CHESTER, ILLINOIS

January 2, 2024
I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, January 2, 2024, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Page called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Alex Moore
Alderman Bob Buckham


Alderman Bryce Hill
Alderman Danny Valleroy

Alderman Randy Dudenbostel
Alderman Robert Platt

Alderman Don Berry

Absent:
Alderman James Maes
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Dudenbostel moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Buckham, Hill, Berry, Platt, Moore, Dudenbostel, Valleroy.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Maes.  Motion carried. 
V. CORRESPONDENCE
· Monthly Police Department Report
VI. REPORTS
City Clerk:

The city clerk presented an application for raffle license for Mary Help of Christians.  Alderman Dudenbostel moved to issue the raffle license and waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle managers.  Alderman Hill seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Buckham, Valleroy, Berry, Platt, Moore, Hill, Dudenbostel.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Maes.  Motion carried.
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Platt):

The Cemetery and Finance Committee met this evening at 5:30 p.m. to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Chairman Platt moved to approve payment of bills, subject to audit.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Hill, Valleroy, Moore, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Maes.  Motion carried.
Chairman Platt moved to approve the December report of the Evergreen Cemetery Clerk as presented.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Hill, Moore, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Platt, Valleroy.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Maes.  Motion carried.
Streets & Alleys Committee (Chairman Berry):

Chairman Berry advised the street department has been taking down the Christmas decorations.  Secondly, Chairman Berry stated the sewer vac truck is broke down and will need to replaced in the next fiscal year.
Economic Development, Chamber & Beautification Committee (Chairman Hill):

Chairman Hill advised the Beautification/Tourism Commission will have a meeting in January.
VIII. DEPARTMENT HEADS
IX. PUBLIC COMMENT
X. OLD BUSINESS
XI. NEW BUSINESS

Police Dispatcher:
Alderman Hill moved to hire Daniel Niemeyer as a part-time dispatcher for the Chester Police Department.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Berry, Platt, Valleroy, Hill, Dudenbostel, Buckham.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Maes.  Motion carried.
Employment – Janitor:

Alderman Dudenbostel moved to approve Paty Landeros as janitor for the welcome center, police department and city hall.  Alderman Valleroy seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Berry, Platt, Valleroy, Hill, Dudenbostel, Buckham.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Maes.  Motion carried.
Executive Session – Minutes:

Alderman Platt moved to determine that minutes of previous Executive Sessions are still confidential and should not be made available to the public.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Berry, Platt, Valleroy, Hill, Dudenbostel, Buckham.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Maes.  Motion carried.
Executive Session – Verbatim Records:
Alderman Platt moved to destroy all verbatim records of Executive Sessions.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Berry, Platt, Valleroy, Hill, Dudenbostel, Buckham.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Maes.  Motion carried.
Dangerous and Unsafe Property – 641 State Street:
City Attorney Jason Coffey presented a resolution citing the property at 641 State Street as dangerous and unsafe.  The lien holders will receive a copy of the notice and have fifteen days to respond to the council with a plan of action for the property.  Alderman Valleroy’s motion was seconded by Alderman Platt.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Hill, Valleroy, Moore, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Maes.  Motion carried.
Dangerous and Unsafe Property – 647 State Street:

Alderman Hill inquired about expediting the process.  Attorney Coffey advised the process must go through the court system.  Alderman Hill moved to approve the resolution declaring the property at 647 State Street as dangerous and unsafe.  Alderman Valleroy seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Hill, Valleroy, Moore, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Maes.  Motion carried.
Dangerous and Unsafe Property – 639 State Street:

Alderman Berry moved to approve a resolution declaring the property at 639 State Street as dangerous and unsafe.  Alderman Hill seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Hill, Valleroy, Moore, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Maes.  Motion carried.
XII. ADJOURNMENT

At 6:12 p.m., Alderman Dudenbostel moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Buckham seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Platt, Berry, Hill, Moore, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Valleroy.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Maes.  Motion carried.
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TOM PAGE, MAYOR
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BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK
