CHESTER, ILLINOIS

December 4, 2023
I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, December 4, 2023, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Page called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Alex Moore
Alderman James Maes

Alderman Bob Buckham
Alderman Bryce Hill

Alderman Randy Dudenbostel
Alderman Robert Platt

Alderman Don Berry
Alderman Danny Valleroy
Absent:
None
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Maes moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Buckham, Maes, Hill, Berry, Platt, Moore, Dudenbostel, Valleroy.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 
V. CORRESPONDENCE
· 2024 City Council Meeting dates
· 2024 Cemetery and Finance Committee Meeting dates
· 2024 Police Pension Fund Meeting dates
· Memo on 2023 Fall Festival expenses and revenues
VI. REPORTS
City Clerk:

The city clerk presented a business incentive application from Chester Animal Hospital for a building permit waiver.  Alderman Hill’s motion was seconded by Alderman Dudenbostel.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Buckham, Maes, Valleroy, Berry, Platt, Moore, Hill, Dudenbostel.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Platt):

The Cemetery and Finance Committee met this evening at 5:30 p.m. to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Chairman Platt moved to approve payment of bills, subject to audit.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Maes, Hill, Valleroy, Moore, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Chairman Platt moved to approve the November report of the Evergreen Cemetery Clerk as presented.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Berry, Hill, Moore, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Platt, Valleroy.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Pay Estimate #17 and Change Order #6 payable to Korte & Luitjohan Contractors, Inc. was tabled.
Invoice #21809 payable to J. T. Blankinship, Inc. was tabled.
Economic Development, Chamber & Beautification Committee (Chairman Hill):

Chairman Hill advised the Beautification/Tourism Commission will not have a meeting in December.
VIII. DEPARTMENT HEADS
Police Department (Chief Bobby Helmers):
Chief Helmers advised the department responded to 480 calls for service in November.  Secondly, Chief Helmers advised the department is accepting applications for the “Shop with a Cop” program.  
Fire Department (Chief Marty Bert):

Fire Chief Bert advised the fire department responded to eight calls for service in November.  Secondly, the fire department will be doing a walk through at Menard Correctional Center and Chester Memorial Hospital.  
IX. PUBLIC COMMENT
X. OLD BUSINESS
Intergovernmental Agreement – Dispatch:
Attorney Kerkhover advised the union has approved the Memorandum of Understanding to allow Randolph County Sheriff’s Office to perform dispatch services from 12:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. daily.  Alderman Valleroy moved to approve the Intergovernmental Agree with Randolph County Sheriff’s Office and the Memorandum of Understanding from FOP.  Alderman Hill seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Maes, Hill, Valleroy, Moore, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
XI. NEW BUSINESS

Holiday Compensation:
Alderman Dudenbostel moved to purchase a $100 holiday gift card from Rozier’s Country Market (city to pay $75.00 per card) and give each full-time employee a $200 lump sum compensation for Christmas.  Alderman Buckham seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Berry, Platt, Valleroy, Maes, Hill, Dudenbostel, Buckham.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Tenant Farmer – Richard Mueller:

Alderman Dudenbostel moved to approve the request of Richard Mueller to plant a Spring, 2024 crop on city property.  Alderman Moore seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Berry, Platt, Valleroy, Maes, Hill, Dudenbostel, Buckham.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1809 – ANNUAL TAX LEVY ORDINANCE:

City Attorney Jeff Kerkhover presented the Annual Tax Levy Ordinance with total levied for all purposes, $1,047,291.79, as follows: Municipal Auditing Tax, $60,000.00; Liability and Workmen’s Compensation, $62,665.00; Social Security Contributions and Medicare Taxes, $125,848.00; Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund, $46,081.00; General Corporate Fund, $278,985.79; EMA, $25,000.00; Municipal Band, $10,000.00; Park, $40,000.00; Fire Protection, $95,000.00; Library, $95,000.00; and Police Pension, $208,712.00.  Alderman Platt’s motion was seconded by Alderman Dudenbostel.   UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Moore, Valleroy, Buckham, Hill, Platt, Berry, Maes.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried
ORDINANCE #1810 – AN ORDINANCE REGARDING THE PAID LEAVE FOR ALL WORKERS ACT FOR THE CITY OF CHESTER, ILLINOIS:
Alderman Hill moved to approve Ordinance #1810 establishing paid leave for all workers.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Maes, Hill, Valleroy, Moore, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
XII. ADJOURNMENT

At 6:12 p.m., Alderman Maes moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Buckham seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Platt, Berry, Hill, Moore, Maes, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Valleroy.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
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TOM PAGE, MAYOR
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BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK
