CHESTER, ILLINOIS

November 20, 2023
I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, November 20, 2023, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Page called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Alex Moore
Alderman James D. Maes

Alderman Bob Buckham
Alderman Bryce Hill

Alderman Randy Dudenbostel
Alderman Robert Platt

Alderman Don Berry

Absent:
Alderman Danny Valleroy
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Maes moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Buckham, Maes, Berry, Platt, Moore, Hill, Dudenbostel.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried. 
V. CORRESPONDENCE
· Tax Revenue Report for October, 2023 provided by City Clerk Berner 
· Letter of Resignation from Police Officer Erik Cowell

· Letter from the Chester Area Christian Food Pantry
VI. REPORTS
Mayor:

Mayor Page advised Ames Construction hosted a public meeting on the Chester Bridge Replacement Project.  

City Treasurer:

City Treasurer Dan Colvis advised a brokered CD in the General Fund matured and was reinvested for one year at 5.45%.    

City Clerk:
The city clerk presented four applications for raffle license for the Duck’s Unlimited, St. Mary Sodality, Wendell’s Flooring and the Leah Search Scholarship Fund.  Alderman Dudenbostel moved to issue the raffle licenses and waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle managers.  Alderman Hill seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Buckham, Maes, Berry, Platt, Moore, Hill, Dudenbostel.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Platt):

The Cemetery and Finance Committee met this evening at 5:30 p.m. to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Chairman Platt moved to approve payment of bills, subject to audit.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Hill, Moore, Maes, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
Streets & Alleys Committee (Chairman Berry):
Chairman Berry advised a meeting was held with IDOT for the upcoming Bypass Road FAU Project.  IDOT has approved the renovations to the Bypass Road as an upcoming FAU project.
Economic Development, Chamber & Beautification Committee (Chairman Hill):

Chairman Hill advised the Beautification/Tourism Commission decorated the pots for Christmas.       
VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT
IX. OLD BUSINESS
X. NEW BUSINESS
Risk Management Insurance Coverage:

Alderman Dudenbostel moved to approve the proposal from Counties of Illinois Risk Management Agency, Illinois Public Risk Fund and Cowbell Insurance Agency for the city’s risk management insurance coverage.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Hill, Berry, Moore, Maes, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried
Building Weatherization:
Alderman Platt moved to ratify the action of the city council and approve the proposal from Trane for building weatherization at the fire house, wastewater treatment plant, city hall, the library, water treatment plant and the cemetery.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Maes, Moore, Hill, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
Police Pension Levy:
City Clerk Berner presented the recommendation from Foster & Foster and City Auditor Keith Brinkmann for a contribution of $208,712.00 to the Police Pension Fund.  Alderman Dudenbostel’s motion was seconded by Alderman Hill.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Berry, Moore, Dudenbostel, Hill, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
Tax Levy:

Attorney Coffey presented the proposed amount of $1,047,291.79 to be levied in 2023 payable in 2024.  A truth in taxation hearing is not required.  Alderman Dudenbostel moved to approve the levy amount and authorize the city clerk to prepare the Tax Levy Ordinance.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Berry, Moore, Dudenbostel, Hill, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
Christmas Party:

Alderman Maes moved to approve a Christmas party this year for the city employees to be held on Friday, December 8th, at the Chester Eagles Club.  Alderman Platt seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Berry, Moore, Dudenbostel, Hill, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
Concessions – Juicy J’s Ballpark Fare:

Alderman Dudenbostel moved to approve the amended 2024 concessions agreement with Juicy J’s Ballpark Fare for the Cohen Complex.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Berry, Moore, Dudenbostel, Hill, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
Intergovernmental Agreement – Randolph County Sheriff’s Office:

City Attorney Coffey advised this item needs to be tabled until David Fields with Illinois FOP Council has reviewed the agreement.  
Full-Time Police Officer:
Alderman Hill moved to ratify the action of the city council and advertise for a full-time police officer.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Berry, Moore, Dudenbostel, Hill, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
Part-Time Dispatcher:
Alderman Hill moved to ratify the action of the city council and advertise for three part-time dispatchers.  Alderman Platt seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Berry, Moore, Dudenbostel, Hill, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
Adult Worker:
Alderman Platt moved to approve Ronald Wagner as a part-time adult worker.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Berry, Moore, Dudenbostel, Hill, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
Maintenance Department:
Alderman Platt moved to accept applications for a full-time maintenance department employee.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Berry, Moore, Dudenbostel, Hill, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
XI. ADJOURNMENT

At 6:14 p.m., Alderman Maes moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Platt, Berry, Maes, Moore, Hill, Dudenbostel, Buckham.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
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TOM PAGE, MAYOR

________________________________________

BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK
