CHESTER, ILLINOIS

October 2, 2023
I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, October 2, 2023, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Page called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Alex Moore
Alderman James Maes

Alderman Bob Buckham
Alderman Bryce Hill

Alderman Randy Dudenbostel
Alderman Robert Platt

Alderman Don Berry

Absent:
Alderman Danny Valleroy
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Maes moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Buckham, Maes, Hill, Berry, Platt, Moore, Dudenbostel.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried. 
V. CORRESPONDENCE
VI. REPORTS
Mayor:

Mayor Page reported construction on the new bridge is going well.  Ames Construction will be hiring several more employees for the project.  
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Platt):

The Cemetery and Finance Committee met this evening at 5:30 p.m. to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Chairman Platt moved to approve payment of bills, subject to audit.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Maes, Hill, Moore, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
Chairman Platt moved to approve the September report of the Evergreen Cemetery Clerk as presented.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Berry, Hill, Moore, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
Chairman Platt moved to approve Change Order #5 payable to Korte & Luitjohan Contractors, Inc. for $1,606.17.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Berry, Hill, Moore, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
Chairman Platt moved to approve Pay Estimate #16 payable to Korte & Luitjohan Contractors, Inc. for $110,827.05.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Berry, Hill, Moore, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.  City Engineer Sheffer advised the Water Treatment Plant Project – Phase 1 is 46% complete.  

Streets & Alleys Committee (Chairman Berry):
Chairman Berry thanked School Superintendent Kim Briggs and Chester School District teachers for their assistance gathering information for the Safe Routes to School grant application.  Secondly, Chairman Berry expressed his appreciation to the street department employees for all of their hard work at Cole Park.  
Economic Development, Chamber & Beautification Committee (Chairman Hill):

Chairman Hill advised Linda Shaffer will be changing the city planters to a fall decorative theme.  Secondly, the commission is looking for a few volunteers for the “Cemetery Comes to Live” event on October 22nd.  Lastly, the commission is looking for nominations for the Take Pride Award.  
VIII. DEPARTMENT HEADS
Police Department (Sergeant Joe Crain):
Sergeant Crain recognized Officer Matthew Holdman and Officer Lake Fogerson for their hard work on a recent drug related case.  
Fire Department (Chief Marty Bert):

Fire Chief Bert advised the fire department responded to seven calls for service in September.  Secondly, the fire department has been asked to deliver fuel to stranded boats in the Mississippi River.  Chief Bert advised there are very few fuel stops along the Mississippi River and the fire department does not deliver fuel.  Lastly, the fire department will be conducting extensive training with Ames Construction, Perryville Fire Department and Chester Police Department for any bridge construction rescues.
IX. PUBLIC COMMENT
Cynthia Lawder invited the city council to a mural dedication ceremony on October 21st at 2 p.m. at Fairground Place.
Tina Stewart voiced her displeasure with the council’s decision to shortening the utility disconnection time.  Secondly, Mrs. Stewart complained about the derelict property at 329 Maple Lane.  Mayor Page advised that he would follow-up with the Code Enforcement Officer Lorin Mott about 329 Maple Lane.  
X. OLD BUSINESS
Eclipse Cancellation Stamp:

Alderman Hill presented the proposed Eclipse Cancellation stamp designed by the Beautification/Tourism Commission.  The post office will setup a temporary post station at the Cohen Complex on April 8, 2024.  Alderman Hill’s motion was seconded by Alderman Maes.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Berry, Hill, Moore, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
XI. NEW BUSINESS

Safe Routes to School Grant
Alderman Dudenbostel moved to ratify the action of the city council and approve a resolution for financial commitment and support for the Safe Routes to School Grant.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Maes, Valleroy, Moore, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Hill.  Motion carried.
XII. ADJOURNMENT

At 6:22 p.m., Alderman Maes moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Buckham seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Platt, Berry, Hill, Moore, Maes, Dudenbostel, Buckham.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
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