CHESTER, ILLINOIS

September 18, 2023
I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, September 18, 2023, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Page called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Alex Moore
Alderman James Maes

Alderman Bob Buckham
Alderman Bryce Hill

Alderman Randy Dudenbostel
Alderman Robert Platt

Alderman Don Berry
Alderman Danny Valleroy
Absent:
None
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Maes moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Buckham, Maes, Valleroy, Berry, Platt, Moore, Hill, Dudenbostel.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 
V. CORRESPONDENCE
· Tax Revenue Report for August, 2023 provided by City Clerk Berner
· Chester Chamber of Commerce Golf Scramble on October 13th 
VI. REPORTS
Mayor:

Mayor Page advised construction on the new bridge has started on the Missouri side.    
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Platt):

The Cemetery and Finance Committee met this evening at 5:30 p.m. to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Chairman Platt moved to approve payment of bills, subject to audit.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Maes, Hill, Moore, Valleroy, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Chairman Platt moved to approve Pay Estimate #15 payable to Korte & Luitjohan Contractors, Inc. for Water Treatment Plant Improvements – Phase 1 for $212,551.92.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Maes, Hill, Moore, Valleroy, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Gas, Water & Sewer Committee (Chairman Valleroy):
Chairman Valleroy presented a sewer bill ($79.77) of Kenneth Moore, 104 Clifford Drive, for adjustment due to a water leak that did not infiltrate the sewer system.  Alderman Valleroy’s motion was seconded by Alderman Platt.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Maes, Hill, Moore, Valleroy, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Ordinance & Public Property Committee (Chairman Maes):

Chairman Maes advised that he has received multiple phone calls from citizens in Ward 2 complaining about derelict properties.  Chairman Maes suggested a plan to address these issues.  Attorney Coffey advised that he will be attending a class on these issues at the upcoming IML Conference.  Mayor Page recommended scheduling a Public Property Committee meeting after the IML Conference.  
Park & Recreation Committee (Chairman Moore):

Chairman Moore noted the city has been busy preparing for the upcoming Fall Festival.  Chairman Moore advised Cole Park looks very nice and suggested the council take a ride through the park.  
Economic Development, Chamber & Beautification Committee (Chairman Hill):

Chairman Hill advised the Beautification/Tourism Commission will meet on Thursday evening.  Secondly, Alderman Hill requested the Eclipse cancellation stamp be added to next city council agenda.   
VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT
Planning Commission President Shane Wagner updated the city council on plans for the commission relating to the Housing Needs Assessment.  The Planning Commission would like to meet with City Engineer Sheffer to discuss infrastructure needs and identify potential housing development sites.  Planning Commission President Wagner recognized the Chamber of Commerce for contacting developers and bank officers to assist with housing needs in Chester.  
IX. OLD BUSINESS
X. NEW BUSINESS
Streets – Striping on Various Streets:

City Engineer Harold Sheffer presented a quote from Varsity Striping & Construction Company for $8,241.60.  The quote includes striping for the Bridge Bypass Loop Road (Water Street to Route 3), Buena Vista Street (Water Street to intersection in front of the Court House), Swanwick Street (Route 3 to Route 150), Van Zant (Route 150 to Palestine Road), Palestine Road (Van Zant to city limits), Three Springs Road (Palestine Road to Route 150), and County Farm Road (Route 150 to city limits).  Alderman Platt voiced concern about striping the Bridge Bypass Road due to the excess amount of patching on the roadway.  Alderman Maes moved to approve the bid from Varsity Striping and eliminate striping the Bridge Bypass Road.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Hill, Berry, Moore, Valleroy, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried
Illinois Federal Surplus Property Program:

Alderman Dudenbostel moved to adopt a Resolution allowing the city to participate in the State of Illinois Federal Surplus Property Program.   Alderman Platt seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Berry, Valleroy, Moore, Hill, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Employee Insurance & Employee Deductions for Dependent Coverage:
The Insurance Committee recommends the following employee deductions for health insurance - +Child(ren), $250.00/month; +Family, $650.00/month; and +Spouse, $350.00/month.  Secondly, the committee recommended to continue vision and dental insurance with Aetna.  Alderman Dudenbostel moved to approve the employee deductions recommended by the Insurance Committee and renew vision and dental insurance with Aetna.  Alderman Valleroy seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Valleroy, Berry, Moore, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  Alderman Hill.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
XI. ADJOURNMENT

At 6:21 p.m., Alderman Maes moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Platt, Berry, Valleroy, Moore, Maes, Hill, Dudenbostel, Buckham.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
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