CHESTER, ILLINOIS

December 5, 2022
I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, December 5, 2022, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Tom Page called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Robert Buckham
Alderman Robert Platt

Alderman Bryce Hill
Alderman Don Berry

Alderman Randy Dudenbostel
Alderman James Maes

Alderman Jeremy Homan

Absent:
Alderman Ray Allison
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Maes moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Homan, Hill, Platt, Maes, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Allison.  Motion carried. 
V. CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was acknowledged:

· Tax Revenue Reports for November provided by the City Clerk
· Monthly Superintendent Reports
· Revenue and Expense Report from the Fall Festival
VI. REPORTS
Mayor:

Mayor Page advised a meeting was held with IDOT to discuss some design issues with the upcoming Chester Bridge Project.
City Engineer:

City Engineer Harold Sheffer updated the city council on the ongoing TIF Projects.  The TIF Water and Sewer Improvement Projects are complete.  Secondly, the engineers are waiting for IDOT’s approval to proceed with the TIF roadway project.   
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Platt):
The Cemetery and Finance Committee met this evening at 5:30 p.m. to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Alderman Platt moved to approve payment of bills, subject to audit.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Dudenbostel, Homan, Buckham, Hill, Platt, Maes.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Allison.  Motion carried.
Chairman Platt moved to approve the November report of the Evergreen Cemetery Clerk as presented.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Berry, Buckham, Hill, Platt, Homan, Maes.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Allison.  Motion carried.
Chairman Platt presented Change Order #1 from Red Dot Construction for TIF Water and Sewer Improvement Projects for $5,802.76.  Alderman Homan seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Homan, Berry, Buckham, Hill, Platt, Maes.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Allison.  Motion carried.
Chairman Platt presented Pay Estimate #2 payable to Red Dot Construction for TIF Water & Sewer Improvement Projects for $45,833.75.  Alderman Homan seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Homan, Berry, Buckham, Hill, Platt, Maes.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Allison.  Motion carried.
Ordinance & Public Property Committee (Chairman Hill):
Chairman Hill advised the Code Enforcement Officer’s monthly report is missing.  Code Enforcement Officer Mott has been assisting with Christmas lights and preparing for Christmas on River.
VIII. DEPARTMENT HEADS

Chief of Police (Bobby Helmers):
Chief Helmers advised the department responded to 345 calls for service in November.  Secondly, Chief Helmers advised Officer Cowell and Fogerson graduate from the Police Academy on December 9th.  Officer Martinez and Officer Woods will start the academy on January 2nd.  
Fire Chief (Marty Bert):

The Chester Fire Department completed the annual fire prevention program for the schools.  Secondly, the department attended an auto extraction class and completed training on the new jaws of life equipment.  Lastly, the department is assisting BV Bank with Santa visits around Chester.  Mayor Page recognized the fire department for their involvement with the annual tree lighting at the gazebo.  
IX. OLD BUSINESS
City Hall – Painting:
Mayor Page presented two bids for painting 18 doors and the front counter at city hall.  Alderman Hill questioned if the quotes were comparable.  City Clerk Berner advised the Mayor’s Secretary Teri Crum told each painter the city’s employees will remove all hardware and sand the doors.  Alderman Platt moved to accept the low bid from Ted Mueller for $2,475.00 for the painting projects at city hall.  Alderman Buckham seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Berry, Buckham, Platt, Maes, Homan.  Nays:  Alderman Hill.  Absent:  Alderman Allison.  Motion carried.
X. PUBLIC COMMENT

XI. NEW BUSINESS

Police Officer:
Alderman Hill moved to approve ratify the action of the city council and approve an eleventh full-time police officer.  Alderman Homan seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Buckham, Homan, Hill, Platt, Berry, Maes.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Allison.  Motion carried.
Sewer Department – Compositor:

Alderman Dudenbostel moved to ratify the action of the city council and approve the purchase of an all-weather sample compositor for the sewer department.  Alderman Homan seconded the motion.   UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Homan, Buckham, Hill, Platt, Berry, Maes.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Allison.  Motion carried.  
City Clerk’s Office:

Alderman Dudenbostel moved ratify the action of the city council and approve the employment of Kendra Rushing as the Utility Clerk in the City Clerk’s Office.  Alderman Hill seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Homan, Buckham, Hill, Platt, Berry, Maes.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Allison.  Motion carried.  
ORDINANCE #1781—ANNUAL TAX LEVY ORDINANCE:
City Attorney Jason Coffey presented the Annual Tax Levy Ordinance with total levied for all purposes, $997,489.00, as follows: Municipal Auditing Tax, $45,000.00; Liability and Workmen’s Compensation, $58,259.00; Social Security Contributions and Medicare Taxes, $141,574.00; Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund, $75,576.00; General Corporate Fund, $244,648.00; EMA, $25,000.00; Municipal Band, $10,000.00; Park, $33,561.00; Fire Protection, $95,000.00; Library, $95,000.00; and Police Pension, $173,871.00.  Alderman Platt’s motion was seconded by Alderman Dudenbostel.   UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Homan, Buckham, Hill, Platt, Berry, Maes.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Allison.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1782 – AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A DEED IN LIEU OF FORECLOSURE OF REAL ESTATE LOCATED AT 2832 STATE STREET, CHESTER, ILLINOIS:
City Attorney Jason Coffey advised Code Enforcement Officer Lorin Mott and City Attorney Jeff Kerkhover have been working with the current property owners to clean up the property at 2832 State Street.  Attorney Coffey noted the property has back taxes due but the outstanding debt will be abated when the city takes possession.  Alderman Hill’s motion was seconded by Alderman Buckham.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Homan, Buckham, Hill, Platt, Berry, Maes.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Allison.  Motion carried.  
XII. ADJOURNMENT

At 6:16 p.m., Alderman Maes moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Platt, Homan, Berry, Maes, Dudenbostel, Hill, Buckham.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Allison.  Motion carried.
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TOM PAGE, MAYOR

________________________________________

BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK
