CHESTER, ILLINOIS

February 22, 2022
I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Tuesday, February 22, 2022, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Page called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman James Maes
Alderman Ray Allison


Alderman Bob Buckham
Alderman Russ Rader


Alderman Randy Dudenbostel
Alderman Robert Platt

Absent:
Alderman Bryce Hill


II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Maes moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Buckham, Rader, Platt, Maes, Allison, Dudenbostel.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Hill.  Motion carried. 

CORRESPONDENCE

· Monthly Water Distribution Report

· Chester Area Christian Food Pantry newsletter dated February 9, 2022
REPORTS

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Platt):

The Cemetery and Finance Committee met this evening at 5:30 p.m. to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Chairman Platt moved to approve payment of bills, subject to audit.  Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Maes, Buckham, Platt, Rader.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Hill.  Motion carried.

Park & Recreation Committee (Chairman Maes):
Chairman Maes presented the park board’s strategic plan for the parks and asked council members to review the proposal.
PUBLIC COMMENT
Larry Mitchell addressed the city council regarding the recent increase for operating a video gaming terminal in Chester.  Mayor Page advised the video gaming machine owners are paying half of these costs.  Mr. Mitchell asked the council if they would consider lowering these fees.  Mayor Page advised the city needs the extra funds to operate and does not expect the fees to be reduced.  Alderman Maes noted the city’s expenses are increasing and the council must find alternate sources of revenue for the city.  Alderman Maes stated the video gaming machines are a luxury and would like to exhaust all alternate revenue sources before increasing utility bills.  
OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

Sewer Line Repairs:

Sewer Superintendent Marty Reynolds presented a bid from Red Dot Construction and Equipment Rentals, Inc. for a sewer main repair Southeast of State Route 150 and Hacker Street for $26,831.00.  Alderman Dudenbostel moved to ratify the council’s action and approve the bid from Red Dot Construction & Equipment Rentals Inc for $26,831.00.  Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Platt, Maes, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Rader.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Hill.  Motion carried.

Beautification/Tourism Commission:

Per recommendation of the Beautification/Tourism Commission, Alderman Allison moved to approve the appointment of Dave Randall as a member of the Beautification/Tourism Commission.  Alderman Platt seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Platt, Maes, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Rader.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Hill.  Motion carried.
Resolution—Naming of New Bridge:

Mayor Page presented a resolution supporting naming the new bridge “Don Welge Memorial Bridge”.  Alderman Allison’s motion was seconded by Alderman Dudenbostel.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Rader, Platt, Maes.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Hill.  Motion carried.

Concessions – Deb Heiman:
Mayor Page presented an agreement between the City of Chester and Deb Heiman which allows Deb to provide food service and concessions for sale at the Cohen Complex from February 22, 2022 until October 31, 2022.  Alderman Platt moved to approve the concession agreement with Deb Heiman.  Alderman Allison seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Maes, Rader, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Alderman Hill.  Motion carried.

TIF Accounting as of December 31, 2020, with Respect to the Twenty First and Final Distribution of Property Tax Received by the City of Chester Relative to Chester Center, Inc.:

City Attorney Jeff Kerkhover explained the TIF Accounting which provided that the City and Chester Shopping Center, LLC agree that 75% of the said $48,493.52 which was received by the City due to Chester Shopping Center, LLC’s property tax apportionment equals $36,370.14 of which $411.25 shall be reimbursed to the City for its TIF expenditures, leaving a balance of $35,958.89 to be reimbursed to Chester Shopping Center, LLC.  Alderman Maes moved to approve the TIF Accounting as explained by Attorney Kerkhover.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Rader, Platt, Maes.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Hill.  Motion carried.

TIF Accounting as of December 31, 2020, with Respect to the Nineteenth and Final Distribution of Property Tax Received by the City of Chester Relative to Kipp Redevelopment Project:

City Attorney Jeff Kerkhover explained the TIF Accounting which provided that the City and Mr. Kipp agree that 75% of the said $20,613.91 which was received by the City due to Kipp’s property tax apportionment equals $15,460.43, which is to be reimbursed to Kipp.  Alderman Maes moved to approve the TIF Accounting as explained by Attorney Kerkhover.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Rader, Platt, Maes.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Hill.  Motion carried.
Well Aquifer Testing Phase II:

City Engineer Ted Beggs presented the Collector Well Aquifer Testing Proposal from Layne Company.  Engineer Beggs advised the testing is necessary to determine the yield from the wells.  After an inquiry from Alderman Allison, Engineer Beggs advised the city is responsible for the expenses associated with water quality testing.  Phase II will cost approximately $250,000.00.  Alderman Maes moved to proceed with Phase II of the Collector Well Aquifer Testing.  Alderman Platt seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Rader, Platt, Maes.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Hill.  Motion carried.

Appointment – Alderman Ward 4:

Mayor Page recommended that Jeremy Homan be appointed to fill the aldermanic vacancy in Ward 4 created by the resignation of Jacob Cowan.  Alderman Allison moved to approve the mayor’s appointment of Jeremy Homan to fill the aldermanic vacancy in Ward 4.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Rader, Platt, Maes.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Hill.  Motion carried.
Alderman Homan was sworn into office by City Clerk Berner.
ADJOURNMENT

At 6:30 p.m., Alderman Maes moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Platt, Rader, Dudenbostel, Maes, Allison, Buckham.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Hill.  Motion carried.
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TOM PAGE, MAYOR
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BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK

