CHESTER, ILLINOIS

January 18, 2022
I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Tuesday, January 18, 2022, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Page Tom Page called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Bryce Hill
Alderman Ray Allison


Alderman Bob Buckham
Alderman Russ Rader


Alderman Randy Dudenbostel
Alderman Robert Platt


Alderman James Maes
Alderman Jacob Cowan

Absent:
None


II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Maes moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Buckham, Rader, Platt, Maes, Allison, Dudenbostel, Cowan, Hill.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 

CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was acknowledged:

· Tax Revenue Report for December, 2021 provided by City Clerk Berner
· Letter from City Engineer Sheffer regarding upcoming TIF projects 
· 2021 Cohen Memorial Home Report
· Monthly Superintendent Reports
· Proclamation Commemorating City of Chester School Choice Week
Alderman Platt noted the Water Distribution Superintendent and Code Enforcement Officer haven’t provided a monthly superintendent report for several months.  Mayor Page advised that he would ask these superintendents to provide a monthly report.  
REPORTS

City Mayor:

Mayor Page thanked the city council for adjusting their schedules to meet at 5 p.m. this evening instead of 6 p.m.
City Clerk:

The city clerk presented an application for raffle license for the Chester Eagles Club.  Alderman Dudenbostel moved to issue the raffle license and waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle managers.  Alderman Hill seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Buckham, Rader, Platt, Maes, Cowan, Allison, Dudenbostel, Hill.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 
City Engineer:

City Engineer Harold Sheffer advised Laine Company will be providing a contract and cost estimate for Phase II of the Collector Well Feasibility Evaluation.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Platt):

The Cemetery and Finance Committee met to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Alderman Platt moved to ratify payment of bills from January 3, 2022, subject to audit.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Cowan, Dudenbostel, Maes, Buckham, Platt, Hill, Rader.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
The Cemetery and Finance Committee met this evening at 4:30 p.m. to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Alderman Platt moved to approve payment of bills, subject to audit.  Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Cowan, Dudenbostel, Maes, Buckham, Platt, Hill, Rader.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Chairman Platt moved to approve the December report of the Evergreen Cemetery Clerk as presented.  Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Cowan, Dudenbostel, Maes, Buckham, Platt, Hill, Rader.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Chairman Platt presented Change Order #1 payable to Red Dot Construction & Equipment Rentals, Inc. for the 10” Water Transmission Main Replacement Project for $18,493.04.  Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Cowan, Dudenbostel, Maes, Buckham, Platt, Hill, Rader.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Chairman Platt presented Pay Estimate #1 and Final Payment Estimate payable to Red Dot Construction & Equipment Rentals, Inc. for the 10” Water Transmission Main Replacement Project for $157,928.04.  Alderman Allison seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Cowan, Dudenbostel, Maes, Buckham, Platt, Hill, Rader.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Invoice #21095 payable to J. T. Blankinship, Inc. for engineering services for the Water Street Boat Launch Improvements was presented.  Chairman Platt’s motion to pay $12,679.25 to J. T. Blankinship, Inc. was seconded by Alderman Allison.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Cowan, Dudenbostel, Maes, Buckham, Platt, Hill, Rader.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Invoice #21117 payable to J. T. Blankinship, Inc. for engineering services for the 10” Inch Water Transmission Main was presented.  Chairman Platt’s motion to pay $9,000.00 to J. T. Blankinship, Inc. was seconded by Alderman Hill.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Cowan, Dudenbostel, Maes, Buckham, Platt, Hill, Rader.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Streets & Alleys Committee (Chairman Cowan):
Chairman Cowan advised that he met with Street Superintendent Steve Renner and the department is very thankful for the new trucks.
Economic Development, Chamber & Beautification Committee (Chairman Allison):
Alderman Allison introduced Randolph County Economic Coordinator Chris Martin to the city council.  Mr. Martin presented an informational letter on various projects completed by the Randolph County Progress Committee to each alderman.  
DEPARTMENT HEADS

PUBLIC COMMENT

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

TIF Accounting for Calendar Year 2020 with respect to Twentieth and Final Distribution of Property Tax Received by the City of Chester relative to Ronald E. Pechacek, Pamela K. Pechacek and Pechacek Funeral Homes, Inc.:

Alderman Maes moved to approve the TIF Accounting for Calendar Year 2020 relative to Ronald E. Pechacek, Pamela K. Pechacek and Pechacek Funeral Homes, Inc. as explained by Attorney Kerkhover.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Platt, Maes, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Rader, Cowan, Hill.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.

TIF Accounting for Calendar Year 2020 with respect to Twentieth and Final Distribution of Property Tax Received by the City of Chester relative to Quality Vending & Distribution Inc.:

Alderman Maes moved to approve the TIF Accounting for Calendar Year 2020 relative to Quality Vending and Distribution Inc. as explained by Attorney Kerkhover.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Platt, Maes, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Rader, Cowan, Hill.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1765 – AN ORDINANCE ABATING THE TAX HERETO LEVIED FOR THE YEAR 2021 TO PAY THE PRINCIPAL OF AND INTEREST ON $1,950,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION REFUNDING BONDS (WATERWORKS AND SEWERAGE SYSTEM ALTERNATE REVENUE SOURCE), SERIES 2011, OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, RANDOLPH COUNTY, ILLINOIS:

After explanation from City Attorney Kerkhover, Alderman Dudenbostel moved to pass Ordinance #1765 abating taxes for the Series 2011 Bonds.  Alderman Hill seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Cowan, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Rader, Platt, Maes, Hill.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.

ORDINANCE #1766 – AN ORDINANCE ABATING THE TAX HERETO LEVIED FOR THE YEAR 2021 TO PAY THE PRINCIPAL OF AND INTEREST ON $3,795,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION REFUNDING BONDS (WATERWORKS AND SEWERAGE SYSTEM ALTERNATE REVENUE SOURCE), SERIES 2013, OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, RANDOLPH COUNTY, ILLINOIS:

After explanation from City Attorney Kerkhover, Alderman Rader moved to pass Ordinance #1766 abating taxes for the Series 2013 Bonds.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Cowan, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Rader, Platt, Maes, Hill.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.

ORDINANCE #1767 – AN ORDINANCE ABATING THE TAX HERETO LEVIED FOR THE YEAR 2021 TO PAY THE PRINCIPAL OF AND INTEREST ON $1,605,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION REFUNDING BONDS (WATERWORKS AND SEWERAGE SYSTEM ALTERNATE REVENUE SOURCE), SERIES 2015, OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, RANDOLPH COUNTY, ILLINOIS:

After explanation from City Attorney Kerkhover, Alderman Platt moved to pass Ordinance #1767 abating taxes for the Series 2015 Bonds.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Cowan, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Rader, Platt, Maes, Hill.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.

Water Treatment Plant Improvements – Phase 1:
City Engineer presented a revised Water Treatment Plant Improvements Phase I Project Budget of $3,182,844.00.  The original low bid from Korte-Luitjohan was $3,648.645.00.  The negotiated deductions were a result of renovating the recarb tank in lieu of replacing it and utilizing helical pilings rather than steel.  The City Council passed a Bond Ordinance for this project in the amount of $2,500,000.00.  To avoid passing a revised Bond Ordinance, the city would have to contribute an additional $700,000.00 out of the Water/Sewer Capital Improvement Fund along with using the remaining ARPA Funds.  City Engineer Harold Sheffer noted there is still the possibility of receiving loan forgiveness funding for the project.  After an inquiry from Alderman Maes, City Berner advised that she has discussed the city’s options with City Auditor Keith Brinkmann and his recommendation is to use the Water/Sewer Capital Project Funds for the additional expenses.  Alderman Allison moved to accept the revised bid for the Water Treatment Plant Improvements Phase I Project from Korte-Luitjohan and use funds from the Water/Sewer Capital Project Fund for the additional expenses.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Cowan, Rader, Platt, Maes, Hill.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Randolph County Progress Committee:

Mayor Page tabled the agenda item.

Executive Session – Minutes:
Alderman Platt moved to determine that minutes of previous Executive Sessions are still confidential and should not be made available to the public.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Cowan, Rader, Platt, Maes, Hill.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Executive Session – Verbatim Records:
Alderman Platt moved to destroy all verbatim records of Executive Sessions.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Cowan, Rader, Platt, Maes, Hill.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
ADJOURNMENT

At 5:33 p.m., Alderman Maes moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Platt, Rader, Dudenbostel, Hill, Maes, Allison, Cowan, Buckham.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.






_______________________________________






TOM PAGE, MAYOR 

________________________________________

BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK

