CHESTER, ILLINOIS

November 1, 2021
I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, November 1, 2021, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Tom Page called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.
II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Bryce Hill
Alderman Ray Allison

Alderman Bob Buckham
Alderman Robert Platt

Alderman Randy Dudenbostel
Alderman James Maes

Alderman Russ Rader

Absent:
None

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Maes moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Buckham, Maes, Rader, Allison, Platt, Dudenbostel, Hill.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 
V. CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was acknowledged:

· Chester Rotary Club Chicken Dinner on November 12th at the KC Hall
· Chester Christian Food Pantry Inc. newsletter dated October 13, 2021
· Chester Planning Commission Business Incentive flyer
· Monthly Superintendent Reports
VI. REPORTS
Mayor:

Mayor Page discussed the recent tornado and thanked all the emergency personnel.  
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Platt):
Chairman Platt advised the council met with City Auditor Keith Brinkmann prior to the council meeting to review the FY2021 audit.  

The Cemetery and Finance Committee met this evening at 5:30 p.m. to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Alderman Platt moved to approve payment of bills, subject to audit, and to include payment to Bert’s Auto Service in the amount of $1,391.19 (fiscal year total, $1,464.95).  Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Platt, Buckham, Hill, Maes, Rader.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Chairman Platt moved to approve the October report of the Evergreen Cemetery Clerk as presented.  Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Hill, Dudenbostel, Platt, Rader, Buckham, Maes, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Park and Recreation Committee (Chairman Maes);

After an inquiry from Alderman Allison, Chairman Maes advised the long-term plan for the city parks should be complete by the end of the year.  Secondly, Chairman Maes advised there is no update on the pool.  The National Guard delayed projects due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
Economic Development, Chamber & Beautification Committee (Chairman Allison):
Chairman Allison advised the penny machine is installed at the Welcome Center.  Chairman Allison inquired about the deck at the Welcome Center.  Mayor Page advised Lorin Mott is working with the original contractors to see if the damages are covered by a warranty.
VIII. DEPARTMENT HEADS
Police Department (Chief Helmers):
Chief Helmers advised the Chester Police Department responded to 459 calls for service in the month of October.  Chief Helmers briefly discussed the Fall Festival and tornado.  
Fire Department (Chief Bert):

Chief Bert advised the fire department responded to ten calls in October.  Secondly, the department completed fire drills at all of the school.  
IX. PUBLIC COMMENT

X. NEW BUSINESS

Fiscal Year 2021 Audit:
The council met with the city’s auditor during the finance committee meeting held prior to this council meeting.  Alderman Platt moved to approve the audit for Fiscal Year 2021.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Platt, Buckham, Rader, Maes, Hill.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1761 – AN ORDINANCE VACATING A PORTION OF JACKSON STREET IN GOODSPEED’S ADDITION TO THE CITY OF CHESTER, ILLINOIS:
Alderman Allison moved to approve Ordinance #1761 and Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Platt, Buckham, Rader, Maes, Allison, Hill.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1762 – AN ORDINANCE VACATING A PORTION OF AN ALLEY BETWEEN GOODSPEED’S ADDITION TO THE CITY OF CHESTER, ILLINOIS AND ANDREWS SUBDIVISION OF LOT 129 IN MEYER AND OPDYKE’S ADDITION TO THE CITY OF CHESTER, ILLINOIS:
Alderman Platt motion to approve Ordinance #1762 was seconded by Alderman Hill.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Platt, Buckham, Rader, Maes, Hill.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Beautification/Tourism Commission:

Per recommendation of the Beautification/Tourism Commission, Alderman Hill moved to approve the appointment of Linda Schafer as a member of the commission.  Alderman Allison seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Platt, Buckham, Rader, Maes, Hill.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.

Riverfront Improvement:

Alderman Allison presented a drawing from the Beautification/Tourism Commission of a proposed project on the riverfront.  Alderman Allison moved to approve the proposed riverfront improvement project not to exceed $3,500.00.  Alderman Hill seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Platt, Buckham, Rader, Maes, Hill.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
XI. ADJOURNMENT

At 6:17 p.m., Alderman Maes moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Rader, Dudenbostel, Hill, Allison, Platt, Buckham.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
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TOM PAGE, MAYOR

________________________________________

BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK
