CHESTER, ILLINOIS

August 16, 2021
I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, August 16, 2021, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Tom Page called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Bryce Hill
Alderman Ray Allison

Alderman Bob Buckham
Alderman Robert Platt

Alderman Randy Dudenbostel
Alderman James Maes

Alderman Russ Rader

Absent:
Alderman Larry Bert

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Maes moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Allison seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Buckham, Maes, Rader, Allison, Platt, Dudenbostel, Hill.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Bert.  Motion carried. 
V. CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was acknowledged:

· Chester Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner Cancellation Notice  
· Letter of resignation from Gas Superintendent Jeremy Homan
· Tax Revenue for July, 2021 provided by City Clerk Berner

VI. REPORTS
Mayor:

Mayor Page announced the city has been working hard to plan a huge Fall Festival in October.  Secondly, Mayor Page recognized Chief Bobby Helmers for his twenty years of service to the Chester Police Department.  
City Clerk:

The city clerk presented a raffle license application for St. John Lutheran School and Church.  Alderman Dudenbostel moved to issue the raffle license and waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle managers.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Platt, Rader, Buckham, Hill, Maes.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Bert.  Motion carried.
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Platt):
The Cemetery and Finance Committee met this evening at 5:30 p.m. to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Alderman Platt moved to approve payment of bills, subject to audit, and to include payment for Bert’s Auto Service in the amount of $73.76 (fiscal year total, $73.76).  Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Platt, Buckham, Hill, Maes, Rader.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Bert.  Motion carried.
Ordinance & Public Property Committee (Chairman Hill);

Chairman Hill noted that a meeting with Attorney Kerkhover will be held tomorrow to amend the UTV Ordinance.  Secondly, Chairman Hill is working with Code Enforcement Officer Lorin Mott to provide a monthly update on derelict properties.  
VIII. DEPARTMENT HEADS
IX. PUBLIC COMMENT

Gary Stull – Harrison Street

Gary Stull advised that he has not retained an attorney.  Secondly, Mr. Stull thanked City Attorney Kerkhover for his time.  Lastly, Mr. Stull asked the council to consider the potential liability on the city if a health issue or natural disaster occurred on Harrison Street.  

X. OLD BUSINESS

Air Conditioner – Gas Department
Gas Superintendent Jeremy Homan presented several quotes for a new air conditioner and heat pump for the Utility Department.  The current air conditioner is twenty-five years old and has a major freon leak in the walls of the building.  Currently, the offices are heated by old electric base heat.  Superintendent Homan requested each company provide a quote with heat and without.  After an inquiry from Alderman Hill, Superintendent Homan noted the quote from Braun Brothers was for a 3-ton unit.  Mayor Page advised the quote from Braun Brothers is the lowest bid.  Alderman Rader moved to approve the purchase of a heat pump and air conditioner from Braun Brothers for $5,845.00 contingent on the quoted unit being a 3-ton unit.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Platt, Buckham, Hill, Maes, Rader.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Bert.  Motion carried.
XI. NEW BUSINESS

Penny Machine – Welcome Center:

Alderman Allison presented the Beautification/Tourism Commission’s recommendation to approve the purchase of a penny machine for the Chester Welcome Center for $3,400.00.  The machine will engrave images of Popeye, Olive, Wimpy and Brutus on a penny.  Alderman Maes noted funds recovered from the penny machine will go back to the Beautification/Tourism Fund.  Alderman Hill moved to approve the purchase of a penny machine for the Welcome Center for $3,400.00.  Alderman Allison seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Platt, Buckham, Rader, Maes, Hill.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Bert.  Motion carried.
Street Department – New Trucks & Flatbed:
Street Superintendent Steve Renner advised the street department desperately needs new trucks.  Superintendent Renner provided quotes from Morrow Brothers Ford for a 2021 Ford 150 for $36,880.00, two 2022 Ford F350 Pickups for $99,540.00 and a flatbed with tool storage for $6,380.00.  The 2021 Ford F150 is in stock; however, the 2022 Ford F350 trucks will not be available for 35 weeks.  After an inquiry from Alderman Maes, Superintendent Renner noted the F150 is needed to replace the Dodge Dakota and for traveling to pick up parts.  Alderman Hill suggested spraying the bedliner to prevent rust issues.  Discussion ensued.  Alderman Maes moved to waive formal competitive bidding and approve the purchase of one 2021 F150 truck, two 2022 F350 trucks and a flatbed with tool storage for a total of $142,800.00 from Morrow Brothers Ford Inc.  Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Platt, Buckham, Rader, Maes, Hill.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Bert.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1759 – AN ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO THE CORONAVIRUS LOCAL FISCAL RECOVERY FUND FOR THE CITY OF CHESTER:

City Clerk Bethany Berner explained the proposed Ordinance allowing the mayor and city clerk the ability to sign and accept the designated money provided by the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021.  Alderman Maes moved to pass the proposed Ordinance and Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Platt, Buckham, Rader, Maes, Hill.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Bert.  Motion carried.
XII. ADJOURNMENT

At 6:30 p.m., Alderman Platt moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Rader, Dudenbostel, Hill, Allison, Platt, Buckham.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Bert.  Motion carried.
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TOM PAGE, MAYOR
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BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK
