CHESTER, ILLINOIS

May 17, 2021
I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, May 17, 2021, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Tom Page called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Bryce Hill
Alderman Ray Allison

Alderman Larry Bert
Alderman Robert Platt

Alderman Randy Dudenbostel
Alderman James Maes

Alderman Russ Rader
Alderman Bob Buckham
Absent:
None

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Maes moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Buckham, Maes, Rader, Allison, Platt, Bert, Dudenbostel, Hill.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 
V. CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was acknowledged:

· April Tax Revenue provided by City Clerk Berner
VI. REPORTS
Mayor:

Mayor Page advised that meetings were held with the newly elected aldermen.
City Treasurer (Dan Colvis):

Council members were informed that the fourth installment of the Rebuild Illinois Funds ($94,308.53) was received and invested with Dieterich Bank for 24 months at .55%.
City Clerk:

The city clerk presented an application for raffle license for the Chester Boat Club.  Alderman Dudenbostel moved to issue the raffle license and waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle managers.  Alderman Hill seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Platt, Rader, Buckham, Hill, Bert, Maes.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Platt):
The Cemetery and Finance Committee met this evening at 5:30 p.m. to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Alderman Platt moved to approve payment of bills, subject to audit.  Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Platt, Buckham, Hill, Bert, Maes, Rader.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
VIII. OLD BUSINESS
IX. PUBLIC COMMENT

Crystal Niemeyer addressed the city council about her recent disconnection notice.  Mrs. Niemeyer claimed she was unaware that she had to setup a payment plan with city hall for the increased natural gas utility bill in March.  Mayor Page advised the information was published in the local newspapers and on the city’s Facebook page.  City Clerk Berner offered to meet with Mrs. Niemeyer after the council meeting to discuss the disconnection notice.  
Secondly, Mrs. Niemeyer requested to review the city’s Ordinances.  City Clerk Berner advised that she could make an appointment with Chief Helmers to review the Ordinance book.  
X. NEW BUSINESS

ORDINANCE #1752 – AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, RANDOLPH COUNTY, ILLINOIS, TO APPROVE THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE CITY OF CREAL SPRINGS, WILLIAMSON COUNTY, ILLINOIS AND THE VILLAGE OF TAMMS, ALEXANDER COUNTY, ILLINOIS AS MEMBERS OF THE INTERSTATE MUNICIPAL GAS AGENCY AND TO AUTHORIZE EXECUTION OF A SUPPLEMENT TO THE AGENCY AGREEMENT ESTABLISHING THE INTERSTATE MUNICIPAL GAS AGENCY:

After explanation from City Clerk Berner, Alderman Hill moved to approve the proposed Ordinance.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Platt, Buckham, Rader, Maes, Hill, Bert.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Pitney Bowes – Lease Agreement:
Alderman Dudenbostel moved to approve the sixty-month lease agreement with Pitney Bowes for $47.51 per month.  Alderman Platt seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Platt, Buckham, Rader, Maes, Hill, Bert.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Copier – City Hall:

Alderman Dudenbostel moved to approve the purchase of a Copystar copier from Stiles Office Solutions Inc. for $4,699.00.  The current copier at city hall is approximately fifteen years old.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Platt, Buckham, Rader, Maes, Hill, Bert.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Appointment – Planning Commission:
Alderman Hill moved to approve the appointment of Mike Fogerson as a new member of the Planning Commission.  Alderman Allison seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Platt, Buckham, Rader, Maes, Hill, Bert.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Appointment – Park & Recreation Committee:

Alderman Platt moved to approve the appointment of Sara Dillman as a new member of the Park and Recreation Committee.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Platt, Buckham, Rader, Maes, Hill, Bert.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
800 Opdyke Street:

Mayor Page presented an agreement commencing June 1, 2021, and ending May 31, 2022, to allow Douglas McDonald to reside in the residence at 800 Opdyke Street.  Alderman Platt moved to approve the agreement as prepared by Attorney Kerkhover.  Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Platt, Buckham, Rader, Maes, Hill, Bert.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Summer Student Workers:

Mayor Page advised a memo listing four student workers was included in each alderman’s packet.  Alderman Platt moved to approve summer employment for Matthew Korando (Parks), Gage Hasemeyer (Gas Dept.), Branden Whitley (Parks), and Cody Johnson (Parks).  Alderman Hill seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Platt, Buckham, Rader, Maes, Hill, Bert.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried
Executive Session:
At 6:22 p.m., Alderman Maes moved to enter into Executive Session under the Open Meetings Act 5 ILCS 120/2 (C) under exception (1) the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee of the public body or against legal counsel for the public body to determine its validity.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Platt, Buckham, Rader, Maes, Hill, Bert.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried
The council returned from Executive Session at 6:54 p.m.  No action was taken in Executive Session.
Adult Workers:
Alderman Maes moved to approve a salary increase of $1.00 per hour ($14.00/hour) for the adult workers.  Alderman Hill seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Platt, Buckham, Rader, Maes, Hill, Bert.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Part Time Dispatchers:
Chief Helmers has requested the council consider increasing the hourly rate for dispatch.  Alderman Maes moved to increase the salary for part time dispatchers to $17.00 per hour.  Alderman Hill seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Platt, Buckham, Rader, Maes, Hill, Bert.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Part Time Officers:
Alderman Allison moved to increase the hourly salary for part time patrolman to $17.25 per hour.  Alderman Hill seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Platt, Buckham, Rader, Maes, Hill, Bert.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Janitor:
Alderman Allison’s motion to approve a pay increase ($13.50 per hour to $14.50 per hour) for Terri Hirte to clean at city hall and the welcome center was seconded by Alderman Platt.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Platt, Buckham, Rader, Maes, Hill, Bert.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Salaries – City Employees:
Alderman Maes moved to approve salaries as set forth in the FY2022 list received by council members as follows: Teri Crum, $43,674.00 – Aaron Gibbs, $36,668.00 – Gary Rust, $48,956.00 – Todd Yankey, $43,054.00 – Scott Maes, $43,054.00 – Charlie Bargman, $43,698.00 – Charlie Bargman II, $34,000.00 – Dean Renner, $54,263.00 – Chris Nordmeyer, $37,286.00 – Melissa Cushman, $34,000.00 – Randy Wofford, $49,795.35 – Doug McDonald, $42,333.00 – William Brown, $44,496.00 – Joe Clark, $38,728.00 – Ricky Casten, $34,000.00 – Carolyn Rucker, $45,346.00 – Billy Berkbuegler, $35,020.00 – Kyle Mifflin, $33,000.00 – Tom Stewart, $33,000.00 – David Menefee, $34,000.00 – Danielle Valleroy, $36,256.00 – Jay Allison, $49,510.00 – Mark Allwardt, $36,050.00.  Alderman Allison seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Platt, Buckham, Rader, Maes, Hill, Bert.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1753 – AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF VARIOUS APPOINTED MUNICIPAL OFFICERS OF THE CITY OF CHESTER:
Mayor Page presented the proposed salary increases for the appointed positions.  Alderman Maes moved to approve salaries as set forth in the FY2022 list received as follows:  Sewer Superintendent, $57,425.59 – Water Plant Superintendent, $57,425.59 – Maintenance Superintendent, $53,007.92 – Water Distribution Superintendent, $52,221.00 – Gas Superintendent, $57,425.59 – Cemetery Sexton, $58,401.00 – Cemetery Clerk, $3,034.00 – Chief of Police, $78,035.00 – Zoning Administrator, $3,000.00 – EMA Director, $1,800.00 –Fire Chief, $4,800.00 –Assistant Fire Chief, $3,300.00 – Recreation Director, $34,000.00 – Animal Control Officer, $11.00 per hour – Code Enforcement Officer, $48,204.00 – Park Superintendent, $46,659.00.  Alderman Hill seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Platt, Buckham, Rader, Maes, Hill, Bert.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
XI. ADJOURNMENT

At 6:59 p.m., Alderman Platt moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Rader, Dudenbostel, Hill, Allison, Platt, Bert, Buckham.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.






_______________________________________






TOM PAGE, MAYOR

________________________________________

BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK
