CHESTER, ILLINOIS

November 2, 2020
I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, November 2, 2020, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Tom Page called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman James Maes
Alderman Ray Allison

Alderman D. Michael Blechle
Alderman Russ Rader


Alderman Randy Dudenbostel
Alderman Dan Ohlau


Alderman Robert Platt

Absent:
Alderman Daniel Geisen
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Ohlau moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Ohlau, Allison, Platt, Rader, Blechle, Dudenbostel.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried. 
V. CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was acknowledged:

· Monthly Superintendent Reports
· Information on the “Home Tweet Home” birdhouse project at Cole Park
VI. REPORTS
Mayor:
Mayor Page expressed his appreciation to the city staff and Patti Carter for all of their hard work organizing the Halloween Howl-A-Baloo event at Cole Park.  The event was a huge success.  Mayor Page advised approximately 737 cars drove through the park for the event.  
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Platt):
The Cemetery and Finance Committee met this evening at 5:30 p.m. to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Alderman Platt moved to approve payment of bills, subject to audit.  Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Platt, Rader, Blechle, Ohlau, Maes.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.
Chairman Platt moved to approve the October report of the Evergreen Cemetery Clerk as presented.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Platt, Rader, Blechle, Ohlau, Maes.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.
Park & Recreation Committee (Chairman Maes):
Chairman Maes advised the park board has been working on a disc golf project.  A member of the park board will be contacting each alderman to provide information on the project.  Secondly, a revised lease for the Cohen Complex farm ground will be placed on an upcoming agenda.  
Streets & Alleys Committee (Chairman Blechle):

Alderman Allison stated the street department is planning on oil and chipping roads and voiced concern about completing the work with the current temperatures.  
Economic Development, Chamber & Beautification Committee (Alderman Allison):
Chairman Allison advised the Planning Commission is working on an incentive package that will be presented to the council at an upcoming meeting.  Secondly, Chairman Allison advised the Beautification/Tourism Commission is still working on the empty lot at the corner of Swanwick Street and State Street.  
VIII. DEPARTMENT HEADS

IX. PUBLIC COMMENT

X. NEW BUSINESS

Illinois Transportation Enhancement Program Grant:
City Engineer Harold Sheffer advised the proposed bike path will be ten foot wide.  After Alderman Ohlau’s inquiry, City Engineer Harold Sheffer advised lighting for the bike path is not including in this grant however the city can apply for a second phase for lighting.  Alderman Dudenbostel moved to ratify the action of the city council and authorize the mayor and city clerk to sign a resolution for the Illinois Transportation Enhancement Program Grant for a multi-use bike/walk trail at the Cohen Complex.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Ohlau, Maes, Platt, Rader, Blechle, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

Illinois Counties Risk Management Trust
Alderman Platt moved to approve the insurance program renewal proposal from Illinois Counties Risk Management Trust in the amount of $322,410.00 effective December 1, 2020 (savings of $26,455.00 from previous year).  Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Dudenbostel, Platt, Rader, Blechle, Ohlau, Maes.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

Computers – Police Department:
Chief Bobby Helmers presented a quote from Lazerware for three desktop computers and three Panasonic Toughbooks for $16,121.46.  Chief Helmers noted these items were budgeted and part of the two-year equipment replacement program.  Alderman Allison’s motion was seconded by Alderman Blechle.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Ohlau, Platt, Rader, Blechle, Allison Maes.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.
XI. ADJOURNMENT

At 6:17 p.m., Alderman Ohlau moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Ohlau, Dudenbostel, Maes, Allison, Platt, Rader, Blechle.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.
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BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK
