CHESTER, ILLINOIS

May 20, 2019
I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, May 20, 2019, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Tom Page called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Ray Allison
Alderman Robert Platt



Alderman Russ Rader
Alderman Scott Stumpe

Alderman Dan Ohlau
Alderman Daniel Geisen

Alderman D. Michael Blechle


Absent:
Alderman Randy Dudenbostel



III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Ohlau moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Geisen seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Ohlau, Rader, Stumpe, Allison, Platt, Blechle, Geisen.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Dudenbostel.  Motion carried. 
Alderman Allison moved to approve minutes of Executive Session held on May 6, 2019, as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Platt seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Stumpe, Ohlau, Geisen, Platt, Rader, Blechle, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Dudenbostel.  Motion carried. 

V. CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was acknowledged:

· Public Information Session at the World Shooting Complex on June 27th
· Chester Chamber of Commerce Thirsty Thursday event on May 30th
· Chester Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner on June 14th
VI. REPORTS
City Clerk:

The city clerk presented an application for raffle licenses for the Chester Eagles Aerie #3252.  Alderman Geisen moved to issue the raffle license and waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle managers.  Alderman Ohlau seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Stumpe, Platt, Rader, Ohlau, Allison, Blechle, Geisen.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Dudenbostel.  Motion carried.
The city clerk presented an application for raffle licenses for Renegade Pigs – So. IL Marauders.  Alderman Allison moved to issue the raffle license and waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle managers.  Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Stumpe, Platt, Rader, Ohlau, Allison, Blechle, Geisen.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Dudenbostel.  Motion carried.
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Platt):

The Cemetery and Finance Committee met this evening at 5:30 p.m. to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Chairman Platt moved to approve payment of bills, subject to audit, and to include payment for Bert’s Auto Service in the amount of $225.90 (fiscal year total, $225.90).  Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Rader, Stumpe, Ohlau, Allison, Platt, Geisen, Blechle.  Nays:  None.  Absent: Alderman Dudenbostel.  Motion carried.  

Alderman Platt moved to approve Invoice #20084 payable to J.T. Blankinship, Inc. for engineering services for the Chester Center entrance for $10,000.00.  Alderman Blechle seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Rader, Stumpe, Ohlau, Allison, Platt, Geisen, Blechle.  Nays:  None.  Absent: Alderman Dudenbostel.  Motion carried.  
Water-Sewer Committee (Chairman Rader):

Chairman Rader advised numerous water leaks have occurred as a result of the grade school water tower being drained for painting.  The council needs to consider plans for adding an additional water tower since the VFW tower has been condemned.  Mayor Page contacted Senator Schimpf and State Representative Reitz to discuss possible grants and financial assistance for this project.  
VIII. PUBLIC DISCUSSION   
Planning Commission President Shane Wagner presented information on a commercial properties database.  The database will be reviewed and updated by Planning Commission.  
Beautification/Tourism President Brenda Owen advised the Beautification/Tourism Commission is working on a Popeye Character Trail enhancement project.  This project will allow tourists to access character information at each statue by scanning a QR code with a mobile device.  The QR codes will be laser etched and mounted to each statue.  
Secondly, the commission is working with Craig Mitchell to design and paint a mural on the old “Frazer” building depicting Chester’s history.  The commission requests permission to partner with River City Renewal for fundraising efforts for the mural.  Mayor Page asked for a motion to allow the Beautification/Tourism Commission to partner with River City Renewal for fundraising and design of a mural for the old “Frazer” building.  Alderman Allison motion was seconded by Alderman Rader.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Rader, Stumpe, Ohlau, Allison, Platt, Geisen, Blechle.  Nays:  None.  Absent: Alderman Dudenbostel.  Motion carried.  

After Beautification/Tourism Commission President Owen’s request, Mayor Page asked for a motion to allow President Owen to submit a letter on behalf of the city requesting additional riprap on each side of the docking area at the riverfront.  Alderman Allison’s motion was seconded by Alderman Geisen.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Rader, Stumpe, Ohlau, Allison, Platt, Geisen, Blechle.  Nays:  None.  Absent: Alderman Dudenbostel.  Motion carried.  
Lastly, Mrs. Owen advised that the Beautification/Tourism Commission voted to give Caretaker Bruce Rademacher a dollar per hour raise at their last meeting.  Beautification/Tourism President Owen asked the council to consider a salary of $11.50 per hour for Bruce Rademacher for watering the plants this upcoming summer.  This item will be voted on at the next city council meeting.  

IX. OLD BUSINESS

X. NEW BUSINESS

Terri Maes & Vivien Zobel – Park & Recreation Board:
Alderman Ohlau moved to approve Terri Maes and Vivien Zobel as members of the Park & Recreation Board.  Alderman Platt seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Rader, Stumpe, Ohlau, Allison, Platt, Geisen, Blechle.  Nays:  None.  Absent: Alderman Dudenbostel.  Motion carried.
Employment – Dennis Hartenberger & Dennis Hopkins:

Alderman Geisen moved to approve Dennis Hartenberger and Dennis Hopkins as seasonal employee not to exceed 600 hours at $12.00/hour.  Alderman Platt seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Rader, Stumpe, Ohlau, Allison, Platt, Geisen, Blechle.  Nays:  None.  Absent: Alderman Dudenbostel.  Motion carried.
Agreement between City of Chester, Illinois, and Illinois Fraternal Order of Police Labor Council, May 1, 2019, through April 30, 2023:

City Attorney Kerkhover advised that the committee negotiating with the Fraternal Order of Police reached an agreement, and is advising that the city council approve the agreement and authorize the mayor to sign.  After explanation of the proposed changes in the agreement, Alderman Geisen moved to approve the agreement with the Fraternal Order or Police Labor Council.  Alderman Ohlau seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Rader, Stumpe, Ohlau, Allison, Platt, Geisen, Blechle.  Nays:  None.  Absent: Alderman Dudenbostel.  Motion carried.
Proposed Budget/Statement of Income:
Alderman Platt moved to approve the proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2020 and the Statement of Estimated Income for Fiscal Year 2020.  Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Rader, Stumpe, Ohlau, Allison, Platt, Geisen, Blechle.  Nays:  None.  Absent: Alderman Dudenbostel.  Motion carried.
Public Hearing to vacate 20’ wide alley and 12’ wide alley between Gleason Hill, Chester Street, Third Street and Second Street in Block 14 in Cole and Erskines Addition:

A public hearing was held on Monday, May 20, 2019, at 6:15 p.m. at the Chester Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street, Chester, Illinois, on the proposed Ordinance vacating an alley between Gleason Hill, Chester Street, Third Street and Second Street in Block 14 in Cole and Erskine’s Addition.  The hearing was called to order by Mayor Page.
Upon roll call, the following aldermen were present: Scott Stumpe, Daniel Geisen, Dan Ohlau, D. Michael Blechle, Russ Rader, Ray Allison and Robert Platt.  Alderman Randy Dudenbostel was absent.  

City Attorney Jeff Kerkhover stated that a notice on this hearing was published in the Randolph County Herald Tribune on April 24, 2019, as required by law and asked that the notice be recorded into the minutes of this meeting.  

City Attorney Jeff Kerkhover noted that no one attended the public hearing to speak on this proposal.  

ORDINANCE #1709 – AN ORDINANCE VACATING A 20’ WIDE ALLEY AND A 12’ WIDE ALLEY BETWEEN GLEASON HILL, CHESTER STREET, THIRD STREET AND SECOND STREET IN BLOCK 14 IN COLE AND ERSKINE’S ADDITION TO THE CITY OF CHESTER, ILLINOIS:
Alderman Platt moved to approve Ordinance #1709 and Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Rader, Stumpe, Ohlau, Allison, Platt, Geisen, Blechle.  Nays:  None.  Absent: Alderman Dudenbostel.  Motion carried.
Public Hearing to vacate a Portion of Dawnview Drive:

A public hearing was held on Monday, May 20, 2019, at 6:20 p.m. at the Chester Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street, Chester, Illinois, on the proposed Ordinance vacating a portion of Dawnview Road.  The hearing was called to order by Mayor Page.

Upon roll call, the following aldermen were present: Scott Stumpe, Daniel Geisen, Dan Ohlau, D. Michael Blechle, Russ Rader, Ray Allison and Robert Platt.  Alderman Randy Dudenbostel was absent.  

City Attorney Jeff Kerkhover stated that a notice on this hearing was published in the Randolph County Herald Tribune on April 24, 2019, as required by law and asked that the notice be recorded into the minutes of this meeting.  

City Attorney Jeff Kerkhover noted that Gary and Jeana Kothe were present and submitted the request to vacate the portion of Dawnview Drive.  Attorney Kerkhover noted that the city will have an easement to access the water line running down the middle of this road and will no longer maintain this road.  
ORDINANCE #1710 – AN ORDINANCE VACATING A PORTION OF DAWNVIEW ROAD IN THE CITY OF CHESTER, ILLINOIS:
Alderman Allison moved to vacate the portion the Dawnview Drive and Alderman Geisen seconded the motion.  .  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Rader, Stumpe, Ohlau, Allison, Platt, Geisen, Blechle.  Nays:  None.  Absent: Alderman Dudenbostel.  Motion carried.
Route 3 Turn Lane Project at Chester Center:
City Engineer Harold Sheffer advised bids were received by 11:00 a.m. on May 17, 2019 and publicly read for the Chester Center Development Route 3 Turn Lane Project.  The low bid was submitted by Red Dot Construction, Chester IL in the amount of $315,005.87.  The low bid is approximately 23% below the Engineer’s estimate of $409,612.00.  Alderman Blechle moved to accept Red Dot Construction’s bid of $315,005.87 for the Chester Center Development Route 3 Turn Lane Project.  Alderman Platt seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Rader, Stumpe, Ohlau, Allison, Platt, Geisen, Blechle.  Nays:  None.  Absent: Alderman Dudenbostel.  Motion carried.
Salary Cap & Starting Salary:
Alderman Platt moved to approve a $32,000.00 per year with a maximum salary cap of $55,000.00 per year for those employees who are not part-time, not temporary, non-police, non-dispatchers, non-appointed and non-elected employees.  Alderman Ohlau seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Rader, Stumpe, Ohlau, Allison, Platt, Geisen, Blechle.  Nays:  None.  Absent: Alderman Dudenbostel.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1711 – AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF VARIOUS APPOINTED MUNICIPAL OFFICERS OF THE CITY OF CHESTER:
Alderman Platt moved to pass the Ordinance to set salaries of appointed officials of the city.  Alderman Stumpe seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Rader, Stumpe, Ohlau, Allison, Platt, Geisen, Blechle.  Nays:  None.  Absent: Alderman Dudenbostel.  Motion carried.
Salaries –City Employees:
Alderman Platt moved to approve salaries as set forth in the FY2020 list received by council members as follows: Teri Crum, $41,402.00 – Aaron Gibbs, $34,600.00 – Gary Rust, $46,530.00 – Todd Yankey, $40,800.00 – Scott Maes, $40,800.00 – Charlie Bargman, $41,425.00 – Dean Renner, $51,683.00 – Melissa Cushman, $32,000.00 – Randy Wofford, $47,345.00 – Doug McDonald, $40,100.00 – William Brown, $42,200.00 – Joe Clark, $36,600.00 – Jacob Eggemeyer, $34,000.00 – Carolyn Rucker, $43,025.00 – Billy Berkbuegler, $33,000.00 – Chris Nordmeyer, $35,200.00 – Jonathan Hopkins, $40,800.00 – Danielle Valleroy, $34,200.00 – Jay Allison, $47,068.00 – Joshua Louveau, $35,200.00 – Mark Allwardt, $34,000.00.  Alderman Stumpe seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Rader, Stumpe, Ohlau, Allison, Platt, Geisen, Blechle.  Nays:  None.  Absent: Alderman Dudenbostel.  Motion carried.
Certification/License Incentives:
Alderman Ohlau moved to approve salary increases for employees with certifications and licenses.  A Class “A” water license, Class “1” sewer license and a fully certified gas employee will receive an additional $100.00 per pay.  A Class “B” water license and Class “2” sewer license will receive an additional $80.00 per pay.  A Class “C” water license, Class “3” sewer license and an on-call gas certification will receive an additional $60.00 per pay.  A Class “D” water license, Class “4” sewer license, a CDL license and FOIA certification will receive an additional $40.00 per pay.  These incentives will only be paid to employees actively using the certification to perform their job duties.  Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Rader, Stumpe, Ohlau, Allison, Platt, Geisen, Blechle.  Nays:  None.  Absent: Alderman Dudenbostel.  Motion carried.
Ordinance #1712 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1-2-9 OF CHAPTER 1 OF THE REVISED CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, ILLINOIS, RELATING TO MEMBERS REFUSING TO ATTEND MEETINGS:
Mayor Page present the amendments relating to members refusing to attend meetings.  Any member of the City Council who shall neglect or refuse to attend any meeting of the City Council without notifying the Mayor or his secretary and without good and sufficient excuse shall be fined $50.00 for failure to attend such meetings, and no member shall receive compensation for failure to attend such meeting.  Alderman Ohlau so moved and Alderman Platt seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Rader, Stumpe, Ohlau, Allison, Platt, Geisen, Blechle.  Nays:  None.  Absent: Alderman Dudenbostel.  Motion carried.

XI. ADJOURNMENT

At 6:43 p.m., Alderman Ohlau moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Ohlau, Rader, Stumpe, Allison, Platt, Geisen, Blechle.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Dudenbostel.  Motion carried.






_______________________________________






TOM PAGE, MAYOR

________________________________________

BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK
