CHESTER, ILLINOIS

September 5, 2017

I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Tuesday, September 5, 2017, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Tom Page called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Nancy J. Crossland
Alderman Russ Rader


Alderman Ray Allison
Alderman Robert Platt


Alderman Dan Ohlau
Alderman Donald R. Clark
Alderman Daniel Geisen
Alderman D. Michael Blechle
Absent:
None.
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Crossland moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Clark seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Rader, Ohlau, Geisen, Blechle, Allison, Platt, Clark.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.  

V. CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was acknowledged:

· August’s Maintenance report provided by Supt. Randy Eggemeyer

· August’s Water Plant report provided by Supt. Tim Crow
VI. REPORTS

Mayor:

Mayor Page invited the council to the unveiling of the new statue at 1 p.m. on September 9th at city hall.  
City Clerk:

A raffle license application for the Rebecca Young Memorial Scholarship Fund was presented by the City Clerk.  Alderman Crossland moved to issue the license and to waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle manager.  Alderman Geisen seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Ohlau, Geisen, Allison, Platt, Clark.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.  
A raffle license application for the St. Mary’s Catholic School was presented by the City Clerk.  Alderman Crossland moved to issue the license and to waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle manager.  Alderman Ohlau seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Ohlau, Geisen, Allison, Platt, Clark.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.  
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Platt):
Chairman Platt advised that the committee met prior to the council meeting at 5:30 p.m. to review city bills.  His motion to approve payment of bills as prepared by the city clerk, subject to audit, was seconded by Alderman Rader.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Blechle, Platt, Rader, Ohlau, Geisen, Allison, Clark.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.  

Chairman Platt moved to approve the August report of the Evergreen Cemetery as prepared by Randy Wofford.  Alderman Clark seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Blechle, Platt, Rader, Ohlau, Geisen, Allison, Clark.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.  

VIII. DEPARTMENT HEADS 

Chief of Police (Ryan Coffey):
Chief Coffey summarized the monthly status report included in the packets.
Fire Chief (Marty Bert):

Chief Bert reported that the department responded to seven calls during the month of August.  Chief Bert advised that Jeremy Homan resigned from the fire department and interviews will be conducted for a replacement.  
IX. OLD BUSINESS

X. PUBLIC DISCUSSION

XI. NEW BUSINESS

Employee Health Insurance:

Council members were informed by the city clerk that Aetna proposed an increase of only 2.62% for renewal of employee health insurance – Employee only $265.00/month; Employee plus spouse, $635.00/month; Employee plus child(ren), $529.00/month; and Family, $846.00/month.  The city clerk recommended that the council approve renewal with Aetna effective October 1, 2017, continue to set aside $500.00 per employee per month to cover premium cost plus city’s share of deductible (60%), continue with payroll deductions of $210.00 per month for coverage for child(ren), $500.00 per month for family coverage, $250.00 per month for spouse coverage and continue to use LDI for pharmacy benefits.  Alderman Ohlau so moved, and Alderman Clark seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Blechle, Platt, Rader, Ohlau, Geisen, Allison, Clark.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.  

HD Supply – Water Meter Replacement:

Alderman Clark moved to approve the purchase of two radio read water meters for Randolph County Lake and Craig Manor for $4,987.60 from HD Supply.  Alderman Crossland seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Blechle, Platt, Rader, Ohlau, Geisen, Allison, Clark.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.  

XII. ADJOURNMENT

At 6:10 p.m., Alderman Crossland moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Blechle, Platt, Rader, Ohlau, Geisen, Allison, Clark.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
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TOM PAGE, MAYOR

_________________________________________

BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK

