CHESTER, ILLINOIS

September 19, 2016

I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, September 19, 2016, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Tom Page called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Russ Rader
Alderman Robert Platt


Alderman Dan Ohlau
Alderman Nancy J. Crossland


Alderman Donald R. Clark
Alderman Ray Allison


Alderman D. Michael Blechle

Absent:
Alderman Daniel Geisen


III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Crossland moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Clark seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Rader, Allison, Crossland, Blechle.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried. 

V. CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was acknowledged:

· Chester Christian Food Pantry newsletter dated September 14, 2016

· August Tax Revenue Report provided by Bethany Berner

· Email from Linda Sympson regarding a meeting about the Chester bridge

· Chester Chamber of Commerce lunch meeting on September 20, 2016 at noon

· Christmas on the River Jingle Bell Fun Run on December 3, 2016 at 8 a.m.

VI. REPORTS

Mayor:

Mayor Page offered his condolences to City Treasurer Donna Clendenin upon the passing of her brother.
City Clerk:

Four raffle license applications for the Chester Community Golf Club were presented by the City Clerk.  Alderman Crossland moved to issue the licenses and to waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle manager.  Alderman Clark seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Ohlau, Platt, Blechle, Crossland, Rader, Allison, Clark.  Nays: None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

A raffle license application for the Chester Memorial Hospital Auxiliary was presented by the City Clerk.  Alderman Crossland moved to issue the license and to waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle manager.  Alderman Ohlau seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Ohlau, Platt, Blechle, Crossland, Rader, Allison, Clark.  Nays: None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

A raffle license application for the St. Mary’s Catholic School was presented by the City Clerk.  Alderman Crossland moved to issue the license and to waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle manager.  Alderman Clark seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Ohlau, Platt, Blechle, Crossland, Rader, Allison, Clark.  Nays: None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Platt):

Chairman Platt advised that the committee met prior to the council meeting to review city bills.  His motion to approve payment of bills as prepared by the city clerk, subject to audit, was seconded by Alderman Rader.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

Water-Sewer Committee (Chairman Rader):

Chairman Rader moved to adjust the sewer bill ($85.20) of Jeff Modglin, 220 E. Stacey Street, in the usual manner due to a water leak that did not infiltrate the sewer system.  Alderman Crossland seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.
Economic Development, Chamber, & Beautification (Chairman Crossland):

Chairman Crossland reported that the Beautification-Tourism Committee held their monthly meeting earlier this morning.  
VII. PUBLIC DISCUSSION

Collette Powley reported that the Chester Library will be hosting a 1940’s Dinner Gala on November 12, 2016 at 5:00 p.m.  

Collette Powley questioned if any decisions or plans have been made in regards to the Chester swimming pool.  Mayor Page reported that no decisions have been made or approved due to the fourteen month State of Illinois Budget Impasse but possible ideas for the pool vessel have been discussed. 
VIII. OLD BUSINESS

IX. NEW BUSINESS

Employee Health Insurance:

Council members were informed by the city clerk that Coventry Health Care or their successor Aetna proposed a 10.99% decrease for renewal of employee health insurance –Employee only $258.00/month; Employee plus spouse, $619.00/month; Employee plus child(ren), $516.00; and Family, $825.00/month.  The city clerk recommended that the council approve renewal with Coventry Health Care (Aetna) effective October 1, continue to set aside $500.00 per employee per month to cover premium cost plus city’s share of deductible (60%), continue with payroll deductions of $210.00 per month for coverage for child(ren), $500.00 per month for family coverage, $250.00 per month for spouse coverage and continue to use LDI for pharmacy benefits.  Alderman Rader so moved, and Alderman Allison seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Rader, Crossland, Blechle, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.


TIF Accounting for Calendar Year 2015 with Respect to Fifteenth Distribution of Property Tax Received by the City of Chester Relative to Ronald E. Pechacek, Pamela K. Pechacek and Welge-Pechacek Funeral Homes, Inc.:

After explanation by City Attorney Jeff Kerkhover, Alderman Crossland moved to approve the TIF Accounting for Calendar Year 2015 with respect to the fifteenth distribution of property tax received by the city of Chester relative to Ronald E. Pechacek, Pamela K. Pechacek and Welge-Pechacek Funeral Homes, Inc.  Alderman Platt seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

X. ADJOURNMENT

At 7:11 p.m., Alderman Crossland moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Clark seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Rader, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.






_______________________________________






TOM PAGE, MAYOR

______________________________________

BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK

