CHESTER, ILLINOIS

February 6, 2017
I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, February 6, 2017, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Tom Page called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Nancy J. Crossland
Alderman Robert Platt


Alderman Daniel Geisen
Alderman Russ Rader


Alderman Dan Ohlau
Alderman D. Michael Blechle



Alderman Ray Allison

Absent:
Alderman Donald R. Clark

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Crossland moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the deputy city clerk.  Alderman Geisen seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Geisen, Ohlau, Platt, Rader, Blechle, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.  

V. CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was acknowledged:

· Announcement of Chester Chamber of Commerce fish fry to be held on Friday, February 10
· Chester Wastewater Treatment Plant report for December, 2016
· Chester Wastewater Treatment Plant report for January, 2017

· Memo in regard to meeting (mayor and police chief) with Senator Paul Shimpf

· Tax revenue for the month of January
· Monthly maintenance report provided by Supt. Randy Eggemeyer
VI. REPORTS

Mayor:

Mayor Page reported on the meeting that he and Sewer Superintendent Marty Reynolds attended this morning with Menard Correctional Center officials in regard to sewer issues as well as budget issues.

City Clerk:

In the absence of the city clerk, Deputy Clerk Carolyn Rucker presented an application for a raffle license for St. Mary’s PTO.  Alderman Crossland moved to issue the raffle license and to waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle manager.  Alderman Ohlau seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Geisen, Ohlau, Platt, Rader, Blechle, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.  
Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Platt):
Chairman Platt advised that the committee met prior to the council meeting at 5:30 p.m. to review city bills.  His motion to approve payment of bills as prepared by the city clerk’s office, subject to audit, was seconded by Alderman Rader.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Geisen, Ohlau, Platt, Rader, Blechle, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.  

Chairman Platt moved to approve the January report of the Evergreen Cemetery as prepared by Randy Wofford.  Alderman Allison seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Geisen, Ohlau, Platt, Rader, Blechle, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.  
Chief of Police (Ryan Coffey):
Chief Coffey summarized the monthly status report for the Chester Police Department as provided to council members.  
Fire Chief (Marty Bert):
Chester Fire Department responded to six calls during the month of January, one of which was a major house fire at 527 E. Buena Vista Street.  Chief Bert advised that the city’s ISO rating dropped from a seven to a five which should decrease homeowners’ insurance for anyone living in the city or within five miles of city limits.    

VII. PUBLIC DISCUSSION

VIII. OLD BUSINESS

IX. NEW BUSINESS

Part-time Dispatcher:

Per the recommendation of Chief Coffey, Alderman Platt moved to approve Andrew Miller as a part-time dispatcher.  Alderman Geisen seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Geisen, Ohlau, Platt, Rader, Blechle, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.  

Cohen Recreation Complex – Policies and Procedures:

Patti Carter, Recreation Director, addressed the council in regard to proposed guidelines/policies/procedures/fees for the Cohen Recreation Complex as recommended by the Chester Park Board.  She advised that proposed fees are considerably lower than comparable recreation complexes and noted that fees mainly apply to tournaments and possible use by non-residents.   Alderman Platt suggested that Article VIII (5) also prohibit possession of rifles and handguns, and Patti stated that the section can be revised as noted.  Alderman Platt further suggested that “no parking on the grass” should also include coaches.  Alderman Allison mentioned that the section on concessions should specifically refer to proof of insurance and permission.  In regard to Article VIII (6), Alderman Platt suggested – There shall be no destruction “of” vegetation.  Discussion ensued in regard to areas where alcohol and smoking are not permitted as well as policing these issues.  After further discussion, Alderman Platt moved to approve the revised Chester Parks and Recreation Cohen Recreation Complex Guidelines/Policies/Procedures/Fees.  Alderman Allison seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Geisen, Ohlau, Platt, Rader, Blechle, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.  
Solar Eclipse Event:
Patti Carter asked that the council approve seed money so that the Solar Eclipse Task Force can purchase items upfront for the event (such as safety glasses, t-shirts, hats, signs, flyers, etc.).  It is hopeful that the seed money can be repaid with sponsorships, etc.  Committee Member Jason Coffey is in charge of sponsorships.  Buena Vista National Bank has committed to a sponsorship.  Memorial Hospital and Chester Eyecare are going to help with funding for glasses.  The committee is asking for $5,000.00.  Any excess money collected by the committee will be used for the event which will occur again in 2024.  IEMA has anticipated that there could be twenty-five thousand people in the area to see the solar eclipse.  After further discussion, Alderman Crossland moved to approve funding for the solar eclipse event in the amount of $5,000.00.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Geisen.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Geisen, Ohlau, Platt, Rader, Blechle, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.  

ORDINANCE #1635 – AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, RANDOLPH COUNTY, ILLINOIS, ANNEXING CERTAIN REAL ESTATE LYING IMMEDIATELY ADJACENT TO AND CONTIGUOUS TO THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF CHESTER:
City Attorney Jeff Kerkhover presented an Ordinance annexing property of Lorin and Rhonda Mott at 3047 State Street.  Alderman Crossland’s motion to pass the Ordinance was seconded by Alderman Ohlau.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Geisen, Ohlau, Platt, Rader, Blechle, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.  

ORDINANCE #1636- AN ORDINANCE AMENDING DIVISION XVIII OF CHAPTER 1 OF THE REVISED CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, ILLINOIS, RELATING TO CODE ENFORCEMENT:

Attorney Kerkhover explained that the Ordinance provides that the mayor may delegate to an employee the authority, duty, and responsibility to perform the duties of code enforcement as set forth in Section 1-2-152.  This employee shall in addition to his/her regular salary receive a separate salary to be designated by the city council.  The Ordinance also sets forth the duties and responsibilities of the person responsible for code enforcement.  Mayor Page stated that he is asking for $3,000.00 for the code enforcement individual in addition to the regular salary.  Discussion ensued.  Alderman Crossland moved to pass the Ordinance relating to code enforcement and property maintenance as presented by Attorney Kerkhover.  Alderman Geisen seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Geisen, Ohlau, Platt, Rader, Blechle, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.  

Code Enforcement Employee/Salary:

Mayor Page advised that Alderman Platt, Alderman Clark, and he interviewed four employees who expressed interest in code enforcement duties.  It was noted that Lorin Mott did an outstanding job during the interview, and he is being recommended for the code enforcement position.  Alderman Platt moved to approve Lorin Mott as the code enforcement employee and to set the salary for this position at $3,000.00 per year in addition to his regular salary.  Alderman Geisen seconded the motion. UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Geisen, Ohlau, Platt, Rader, Blechle, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.  It was noted that shirts should be ordered for him so that he will be easily recognized by residents.
ORDINANCE #1637 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 29-1-38 OF CHAPTER 29 OF THE REVISED CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, ILLINOIS, RELATING TO VIOLATION PENALTIES:

Attorney Kerkhover presented the Ordinance after which Alderman Platt moved for its passage.  Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Geisen, Ohlau, Platt, Rader, Blechle, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.  

TIF – Chester Center Development Entrance:

Harold Sheffer, J. T. Blankinship, addressed the council in regard to proposed plans to improve the entrances to Chester Center.  Proposed improvements (estimated at $294,700.00) include a right turn lane to Entrance #3, a new Entrance #3, a new Entrance #4, and removal of Entrance #2.  TIF funds can be used for the project.  Alderman Platt asked about possible sidewalks, and Harold advised that property will be given to the city by the owner and that the project could allow for sidewalks.  The traffic study, done years ago, will have to be amended prior to start of the project.  Alderman Crossland moved to approve the Chester Center Development entrance project.  Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Geisen, Ohlau, Platt, Rader, Blechle, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.  

Vandevanter Engineering – Lift Stations 7 & 10:
Sewer Superintendent Marty Reynolds presented proposals from Vandevanter Engineering for necessary repairs to Lift Station 7 and Lift Station 10.  Total cost for Lift Station 7 (two pumps) including Flygt components, installation, labor, freight, and delivery is $18,047.00.  Total cost for Lift Station 10 (one pump) including Flygt components, installation, labor, freight, and delivery is $9,374.00.  Alderman Crossland moved to waive competitive bidding and to approve the proposals from Vandevanter Engineering for pump repairs at Lift Station 7 and Lift Station 10.  Alderman Allison seconded the motion.   UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Geisen, Ohlau, Platt, Rader, Blechle, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.  

X. ADJOURNMENT

At 6:45 p.m., Alderman Crossland moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Geisen seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Geisen, Ohlau, Platt, Rader, Blechle, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.






_______________________________________






TOM PAGE, MAYOR

_________________________________________
CAROLYN RUCKER, DEPUTY CITY CLERK
