CHESTER, ILLINOIS

February 5, 2018
I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, February 5, 2018, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Tom Page called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.
II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Ray Allison
Alderman Daniel Geisen



Alderman D. Michael Blechle
Alderman Russ Rader


Alderman Donald R. Clark
Alderman Dan Ohlau


Alderman Robert Platt
Alderman Nancy J. Crossland


Absent:
None.
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Crossland moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Clark seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Crossland, Ohlau, Geisen, Platt, Rader, Blechle, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 
Alderman Crossland moved to approve minutes of Executive Session held on January 16, 2018, as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Ohlau seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Crossland, Ohlau, Geisen, Platt, Rader, Blechle, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.

V. CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was acknowledged:

· Chester Chamber of Commerce Fish/Shrimp Dinner on February 16, 2018
· Letter of resignation from Andrea Costilow from the Beautification/Tourism Commission effective April 1, 2018
· William and Ellen Cohen Home report dated 1/19/2018
· Memo regarding free boxes of chocolates at the bucket brigade on Valentine’s Day provided by First Baptist Church
· Maintenance Report for January 2018 provided by Randy Eggemeyer
· Beautification/Tourism Commission Minutes dated November 16, 2017
· Monthly Status Report provided by Chief Ryan Coffey
VI. REPORTS


Mayor:

Mayor Page announced that KMOV will be broadcasting the daily weather reports from Chester Grade School Gymnasium on February 22, 2018.
City Clerk:

A raffle license application for Chester Community Golf Club was presented by the City Clerk.  Alderman Crossland moved to issue the license and to waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle manager.  Alderman Geisen seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Ohlau, Crossland, Platt, Blechle, Rader, Allison, Geisen, Clark.  Nays: None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
A raffle license application for Chester Eagles Club Aerie 3252 was presented by the City Clerk.  Alderman Crossland moved to issue the license and to waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle manager.  Alderman Ohlau seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Ohlau, Crossland, Platt, Blechle, Rader, Allison, Geisen, Clark.  Nays: None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
A raffle license application for Renegade Pigs (Menard CC Group) was presented by the City Clerk.  Alderman Crossland moved to issue the license and to waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle manager.  Alderman Allison seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Ohlau, Crossland, Platt, Blechle, Rader, Allison, Geisen, Clark.  Nays: None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Platt):

The Cemetery and Finance Committee met this evening at 5:30 p.m. to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Alderman Platt moved to approve payment of bills, subject to audit and Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Geisen, Crossland, Platt, Clark, Rader, Blechle, Ohlau, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Chairman Platt moved to approve the January report of the Evergreen Cemetery Clerk as presented.  Alderman Allison seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Geisen, Crossland, Platt, Clark, Rader, Blechle, Ohlau, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Chief of Police (Ryan Coffey):

Chief Coffey summarized the department’s monthly status report.  Chief Coffey noted that the department will be participating in active shooter training with the Chester Fire Department.  

VIII. PUBLIC DISCUSSION 

IX. OLD BUSINESS

X. NEW BUSINESS

Accounts to be Written Off:

The following list of accounts was presented for consideration to be written off the city’s books:

Wade Curtain

634 State Apt. A
2072080005

05/02/13
$84.43

Wade Curtain

634 State Apt. C
2072100005

05/02/13
$22.69

Wade Curtain

634 State Apt. C
2072100004

02/04/13
$28.56

Wade Curtain

634 State Apt. D
2072110012

03/27/13
$194.09

Wade Curtain

634 State

2072070002

02/04/13
$227.67

Wade Curtain

640 Chestnut

2071610002

02/04/13
$257.76

Wade Curtain

640 Chestnut

2071610003

05/08/13
$79.21

Wade Curtain

640 Chestnut Apt.1
2071620004

02/04/13
$304.79

Wade Curtain

640 Chestnut Apt.1
2071620005

05/08/13
$67.51

Michelle Holley
1601 High Street
1010480002

01/02/14
$248.40

Jerry Reinhold

6 E. State

1020740003

01/03/13
$97.72

Total Utility 









$1,612.83

Rick Wofford

Special Use Permit
Invoice #3892

06/25/10
$438.00
Connie Phelps

Extrication Call 
Invoice #4120

09/26/11
$1,000.00

Falynne Muzzy
Extrication Call
Invoice #4551

04/06/15
$1,000.00

Jennifer Hill

Fire Call – Vehicle
Invoice #4394

09/20/13
$1,000.00

Total to be Written Off:







$5,050.83
After discussion, Attorney Kerkhover advised that the city is still able to collect on a written off account.  Alderman Platt moved to approve the write-off of the listed accounts and Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Platt, Geisen, Clark, Rader, Blechle, Ohlau, Crossland, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.

Resolution giving James I. Brockmeyer’s revolver to Donald Brockmeyer:


Alderman Crossland moved to approve a resolution giving James I Brockmeyer’s Glock 40 


Cal. police service revolver, serial number BAHU321, to his father, Donald Brockmeyer. 

Alderman Geisen seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Platt, Geisen, Clark, Rader, Blechle, Ohlau, Crossland, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Real Property Tax Assessment Settlement Agreement:

Attorney Kerkhover presented the Real Property Tax Assessment Settlement Agreement between The Manor at Craig Farms, LP and the Randolph County Assessment Officer and the Randolph County Board of Review.  The Manor at Craig Farms, LP has been over assessed on property taxes and will be reimbursed over the next seven years.  Alderman Platt moved to approve the resolution and agreement.  Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Platt, Geisen, Clark, Rader, Blechle, Ohlau, Crossland, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Seasonal Groundskeeper:

Alderman Blechle stated that a seasonal employee is needed to prepare the baseball fields at the Cohen Complex.  After Alderman Allison’s inquiry, Mayor Page advised the position will be from March 1st – October 1st with a salary of $10.00 per hour not to exceed 30 hours per week or 1,000 hours per season.  Alderman Blechle moved to advertise for a seasonal employee and Alderman Allison seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Platt, Geisen, Clark, Rader, Blechle, Ohlau, Crossland, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1670 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING DIVISION XVIII OF CHAPTER 1 OF THE REVISED CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, ILLINOIS, RELATING TO CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER:

Attorney Kerkhover advised that the Ordinance changes the Code Enforcement Officer position to a full time appointed position.  Alderman Crossland moved to approve Ordinance # 1670 and Alderman Geisen seconded the motion.   UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Platt, Geisen, Clark, Rader, Blechle, Ohlau, Crossland, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1671 –AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARY OF THE CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THE CITY OF CHESTER:


Mayor Page suggested setting the Code Enforcement Officer’s salary at $45,000.00.

At 6:33 p.m., Alderman Platt moved to enter into Executive Session under the Open 


Meetings Act 5 ILCS 120/2 (C) under exception (1) the appointment, employment, 

compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public 

body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee of the 

public body or against legal counsel for the public body to determine its validity.  

Alderman Allison seconded the motion.   UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Platt, Crossland Geisen, Clark, Rader, Ohlau, Allison.  Nays:  Alderman Blechle.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
The council returned from Executive Session at 6:59 p.m.  No action was taken in Executive Session.

ORDINANCE #1671 –AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARY OF THE CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THE CITY OF CHESTER:
Alderman Rader moved to set the Code Enforcement Officer’s salary at $42,000.00 effective February 16, 2018 for fiscal year 2017 - 2018, and such salary shall be pro-rated from February 16, 2018 – April 30, 2018.  Alderman Allison seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Platt, Geisen, Clark, Rader, Blechle, Ohlau, Crossland, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
Code Enforcement Officer:

Mayor Page recommended that Lorin Mott be approved as Code Enforcement Officer.  Alderman Crossland moved to approve Lorin Mott as Code Enforcement Officer and Alderman Geisen seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Platt, Geisen, Clark, Rader, Blechle, Ohlau, Crossland, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
XI. ADJOURNMENT

At 7:01 p.m., Alderman Crossland moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Platt seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Ohlau, Crossland, Clark, Geisen, Platt, Rader, Blechle, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.






_______________________________________






TOM PAGE, MAYOR

________________________________________

BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK

