CHESTER, ILLINOIS

December 5, 2016

I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, December 5, 2016, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Tom Page called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Russ Rader
Alderman Robert Platt


Alderman Dan Ohlau
Alderman Nancy J. Crossland


Alderman Donald R. Clark
Alderman Ray Allison


Alderman D. Michael Blechle
Alderman Daniel Geisen
Absent:
None.


III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Crossland moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Clark seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Rader, Allison, Crossland, Blechle, Geisen.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 

V. CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was acknowledged:

· Letter of Resignation from David Bargman as Code Enforcement Officer
· Monthly Sewer Plant report provided by Marty Reynolds

· Monthly Maintenance report provided by Randy Eggemeyer

VI. REPORTS

Mayor:

Mayor Page advised that the Christmas on the River weekend was very well attended.  He thanked all the volunteers for making it a successful event.  
Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Platt):

Chairman Platt advised that the committee met prior to the council meeting to review city bills.  His motion to approve payment of bills as prepared by the city clerk, subject to audit, was seconded by Alderman Rader.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison, Geisen.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.

Chairman Platt moved to approve the November report of the Evergreen Cemetery Clerk Randy Wofford.  Alderman Allison seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Rader, Crossland, Blechle, Allison, Geisen.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.

Water-Sewer Committee (Chairman Rader):

Chairman Rader moved to adjust the sewer bill ($13.89) of Randy Wofford, 1811 State Street, in the usual manner due to a water leak that did not infiltrate the sewer system.  Alderman Clark seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Rader, Crossland, Blechle, Allison, Geisen.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.

Chief of Police (Ryan Coffey):

Chief Coffey summarized the monthly status report.  
Fire Chief (Marty Bert)

Chester Fire Department responded to four calls in the month of November.  Chief Bert noted that Joshua Louveau has completed a firemen certification class.  
VII. PUBLIC DISCUSSION

Pete Spitler addressed the council regarding the upcoming replacement of the Chester Bridge.  Mr. Spitler met with Jason Williams, the project manager for the Missouri Department of Transportation, and he advised that a consultant has been selected to complete an environmental study.  The study is expected to be complete by late January.  The Mayor noted that he had received an email regarding a possible public meeting in the near future on the placement of the bridge.
VIII. OLD BUSINESS

IX. NEW BUSINESS

ORDINANCE #1630—ANNUAL TAX LEVY ORDINANCE:

City Attorney Jeff Kerkhover presented the Annual Tax Levy Ordinance with total levied for all purposes, $839,827.00, as follows: Municipal Auditing Tax, $21,450.00; Liability and Workmen’s Compensation, $109,248.00; Social Security Contributions and Medicare Taxes, $95,410.00; Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund, $106,623.00; General Corporate Fund, $154,096.00; EMA, $2,000.00; Municipal Band, $10,000.00; Park, $20,000.00; Fire Protection, $100,000.00; Library, $90,000.00; and Police Pension, $131,000.00.  Alderman Clark moved to pass the Annual Tax Levy Ordinance as presented.  Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Rader, Crossland, Blechle, Allison, Geisen.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.


Sensus Radio Read Meters and Software:

Mayor Page advised that a Utility Meeting was held on December 1, 2016 to discuss changing our current radio read system from Master Meter to Sensus.  Water and Gas Superintendents have visited a community using Sensus radio read system and were very pleased with the system.  After Alderman Allison’s inquiry, Gas Superintendent Jeremy Homan stated that additional purchases of meters will be requested in the future to eventually convert all meters within the city to radio read meters.  Alderman Ohlau moved to purchase 200 water meters with radio modules, 60 gas modules with a new receiver, new software, a handheld and a laptop for $70,000.00 from Sensus.  Alderman Clark seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison, Geisen.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.

Street Department—Inspection of Bucket Truck:

Street Department Superintendent Randy Eggemeyer addressed the council regarding the need for an inspection for their bucket truck.  Superintendent Eggemeyer has contacted a shop in Millstadt to inspect and repair the bucket truck.  After Alderman Geisen’s inquiry, Superintendent Eggemeyer stated that he had not received an estimated cost for the repairs or inspection.  Alderman Geisen moved to approve only the inspection of the bucket truck.  Alderman Ohlau seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison, Geisen.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.

Intergovernmental Agreement for the Purchase of Natural Gas—Illinois Department of Human Services:

This agreement provides for the following rates for natural gas for Chester Mental Health Center:  Commencing July 1, 2017, for all gas service used thereafter, customer agrees to receive and pay the city for gas service the unit cost of gas to city gate per 1,000 cubic feet charged by the city’s gas supplier plus $1.72 per 1,000 cubic feet (MCF) plus any applicable taxes.  Alderman Ohlau moved to approve the intergovernmental agreement with the Illinois Department of Human Services to increase the rates for the purchase of natural gas for Chester Mental Health Center as presented.  Alderman Clark seconded the motion.   UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison, Geisen.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.

X. ADJOURNMENT

At 7:26 p.m., Alderman Crossland moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Clark seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Blechle, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Rader, Allison, Geisen.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.






_______________________________________






TOM PAGE, MAYOR

______________________________________

BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK

