CHESTER, ILLINOIS

November 7, 2016

I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, November 7, 2016, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Tom Page called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Russ Rader
Alderman Robert Platt


Alderman Dan Ohlau
Alderman Nancy J. Crossland


Alderman Donald R. Clark
Alderman Ray Allison


Alderman D. Michael Blechle

Absent:
Alderman Daniel Geisen


III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Crossland moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Clark seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Rader, Allison, Crossland, Blechle.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried. 

V. CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was acknowledged:

· Monthly Water Plant report provided by Tim Crow

· Monthly Sewer Plant report provided by Marty Reynolds

· Monthly Maintenance report provided by Randy Eggemeyer

· Chester Christian Food Pantry newsletter dated October 12, 2016

· Chester Senior Center luncheon for Veterans on November 10, 2016

VI. REPORTS

Mayor:

Mayor Page requested a moment of silence in honor of James Brockmeyer.  Mayor Page expressed his appreciation to the city council, first responders, city employees, fire department, police department and residents of Chester for their support during this extremely difficult week.  
City Clerk:

A raffle license application for the St. Mary’s Sodality was presented by the City Clerk.  Alderman Crossland moved to issue the license and to waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle manager.  Alderman Clark seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Ohlau, Platt, Blechle, Crossland, Rader, Allison, Clark.  Nays: None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Platt):

Chairman Platt noted that the council met prior to the council meeting to review the FY16 audit.

Chairman Platt advised that the committee met prior to the council meeting to review city bills.  His motion to approve payment of bills as prepared by the city clerk, subject to audit, was seconded by Alderman Rader.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

Chairman Platt moved to approve the October report of the Evergreen Cemetery Clerk Randy Wofford.  Alderman Allison seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Rader, Crossland, Blechle, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

Water-Sewer Committee (Chairman Rader):

Chairman Rader noted that the Chester Water Plant was recognized by the Illinois Department of Public Health for achieving the highest standard of compliance for the last thirteen years in accordance with the Illinois Fluoridation Act.   
Chief of Police (Ryan Coffey):

Chief Coffey expressed his appreciation to the council and various city departments for all their assistance with the funeral of James Brockmeyer.    

Fire Chief (Marty Bert)

Chester Fire Department noted that the department completed the annual fire prevention program for over 600 children from the three elementary schools.  The fire department had over 700 children attend the activities at the fire house on Halloween.  Chief Bert reported that the department is working with the Illinois Service Offices to lower our current rating.  Chief Bert thanked the community for all of their support through this difficult past week.    

VII. PUBLIC DISCUSSION

Don Stallman addressed the council stating the need for a review of ordinances regarding derelict properties.  Mr. Stallman stated that there are several abandoned and neglected homes in Chester.  Mayor Page reported that the council will be addressing this issue at upcoming council meeting.  
Don Stallman asked the council to list Stallman Hardware on the city’s website for a place to purchase biodegradable lawn bags.  
Collette Powley informed the council that the library had an unbelievable turnout for Halloween this year.  

VIII. OLD BUSINESS

IX. NEW BUSINESS

Audit—Fiscal Year 2016:

Mayor Page noted that council members met with the city’s auditor during the finance committee meeting held prior to this council meeting.  Alderman Ohlau moved to approve the audit for Fiscal Year 2016.  Alderman Platt seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Rader, Crossland, Blechle, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.


Employment—Part-time Patrolman:

Police Chief Ryan Coffey requested that the council approve Seth Buch as a part-time patrolman for the Chester Police Department.  Seth currently works as a part-time Randolph County Deputy.  He has attended the full-time police academy and comes highly recommended.  Alderman Crossland moved to approve the employment of Seth Buch as a part-time patrolman.  Alderman Blechle seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

Tenant Farmer—Richard Mueller:

Alderman Blechle moved to approve the request of Richard Mueller to plant a Spring, 2017, crop on city property.  Alderman Clark seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

Illinois Electric Works—Water Plant:

Alderman Rader presented a quote from Illinois Electric Works for the purchase of a new sump pump for the Menard pump house.  Illinois Electric Works quoted $3,328.60 to repair the current sump pump but cautioned that parts are almost obsolete for this pump.  The cost for a new sump pump is $4,391.25 and would come with a warranty.  Alderman Rader moved to purchase a new sump pump from Illinois Electric Works for $4,391.25.  Alderman Allison seconded the motion.   UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

Beautification-Tourism Commission—Banners:

Alderman Crossland moved to purchase 14 banners for the river-front not to exceed $1,700.00.  Alderman Clark seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

Resolution—Control of Travel Expenses:

Attorney Kerkhover presented a resolution regulating control of travel expenses pursuant to Public Act 099-0604.  Alderman Clark moved to pass the resolution and the motion was seconded by Alderman Crossland.   UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

Resolution—2017 MFT Maintenance:

Alderman Blechle moved to pass a resolution to appropriate $210,000.00 of Motor Fuel Tax funds for the purpose of maintaining streets and highways under the applicable provisions of the Illinois Highway Code from January 1, 2017 to December 31, 2017.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Clark.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

TIF Accounting as of December 31, 2015, with Respect to Fourteenth Distribution of Property Tax Received by the City of Chester Relative to Kipp Redevelopment Project:

City Attorney Jeff Kerkhover explained the TIF Accounting which provided that the city and Kipp’s agreement that 75% of the said $17,896.04 which was received by the city due to Kipp’s property tax apportionment, equals $13,422.03.  This $13,422.03 is to be reimbursed to Kipp.  Alderman Clark moved to approve the TIF Accounting as explained by Attorney Kerkhover.  Alderman Allison seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

TIF Accounting as of December 31, 2015, with Respect to Sixteenth Distribution of Property Tax Received by the City of Chester Relative to Chester Center, Inc.:

City Attorney Jeff Kerkhover explained the TIF Accounting which provided that the city and Chester Shopping Center, LLC agree that 75% of the said $41,960.72 which was received by the city due to Chester Shopping Center, LLC’s property tax apportionment, equals $31,470.54.  The $31,470.54 is to be reimbursed to Chester Shopping Center LLC.  Alderman Crossland moved to approve the TIF Accounting as explained by Attorney Kerkhover.  Alderman Ohlau seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

Tax Levy:

Attorney Kerkhover presented the proposed amount of $839,827.00 to be levied in 2016 payable in 2017.  City Clerk Bethany Berner worked closely with the Assessor’s Office to compute the total amount to be levied.  Alderman Crossland moved to determine the amount of property tax to be levied in 2016, payable in 2017, to be $839,827.00.  This motion was seconded by Alderman Clark.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

Agreement between City of Chester, Illinois, and Illinois Fraternal Order of Police Labor Council, May 1, 2016, through April 30, 2019:
City Attorney Kerkhover advised that the committee negotiating with the Fraternal Order of Police reached an agreement, and is advising that the city council approve the agreement and authorize the mayor to sign.  Alderman Rader moved to approve the agreement with the Fraternal Order of Police Labor Council.  Alderman Clark seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

Lump Sum Compensation:

Alderman Crossland moved to pay each city employee a lump sum compensation of $700.00 in lieu of an annual raise.  Alderman Clark seconded the motion.   UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Blechle, Crossland, Rader.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

X. ADJOURNMENT

At 7:32 p.m., Alderman Crossland moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Clark seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Blechle, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Rader, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.






_______________________________________






TOM PAGE, MAYOR

______________________________________

BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK

