CHESTER, ILLINOIS

November 6, 2017

I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, November 6, 2017, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Tom Page called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.
II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Nancy J. Crossland
Alderman Russ Rader


Alderman Ray Allison
Alderman Robert Platt


Alderman Dan Ohlau
Alderman Daniel Geisen

Alderman D. Michael Blechle

Absent:
Alderman Donald R. Clark

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Crossland moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Geisen seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Rader, Ohlau, Geisen, Blechle, Allison, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.  

V. CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was acknowledged:

· Invitation to participate in an Illinois Bicentennial Flag Raising Ceremony
· Beautification/Tourism Commission Minutes dated September 18, 2017
· Letter from Jerry Costello II regarding the Memorial Park Ceremony
· Tax Revenue report for the month of October provided by City Clerk Berner
· Maintenance Report for the month of October provided by Randy Eggemeyer

VI. REPORTS

Mayor:

Mayor Page discussed the recent events that occurred over the weekend with the Chester Police Department.  Mayor Page thanked all of the first responders for all of their hard work and dedication.
City Clerk:

A raffle license application for the St. John’s Booster Club was presented by the City Clerk.  Alderman Crossland moved to issue the license and to waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle manager.  Alderman Geisen seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Alderman Crossland, Rader, Ohlau, Geisen, Blechle, Allison, Platt.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.  
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Platt):
Chairman Platt advised that the committee met prior to the council meeting at 5:00 p.m. to review city bills.  Chairman Platt moved to approve payment of bills as prepared by the city clerk, subject to audit, and to include payment for Bert’s Auto Service in the amount of $75.00 (fiscal year total, $1,514.11).  Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Blechle, Platt, Rader, Ohlau, Geisen, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.  

Chairman Platt moved to approve the October report of the Evergreen Cemetery as prepared by Randy Wofford.  Alderman Allison seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Blechle, Platt, Rader, Ohlau, Geisen, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.  

Streets & Alleys Committee (Alderman Blechle):

Chairman Blechle reported that he spoke with City Engineer Harold Sheffer regarding the conditions on Buena Vista Street.  The contractor put down rock today to repair the damage caused by all of the rain.  
VIII. DEPARTMENT HEADS 

Chief of Police (Ryan Coffey):
Mayor Page noted that he asked Chief Coffey to stay home this evening.
Fire Chief (Marty Bert):

Chief Bert reported that the department responded to 6 calls during the month of October with 98 calls year to date.  Chief Bert advised that the fire prevention program was a huge success.  
IX. OLD BUSINESS

X. PUBLIC DISCUSSION

XI. NEW BUSINESS

Audit – Fiscal Year 2017:
The council met with the city’s auditor during the finance committee meeting held prior to this council meeting.  Alderman Blechle moved to approve the audit for Fiscal Year 2017.  Alderman Crossland seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Blechle, Platt, Rader, Ohlau, Geisen, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.  
Tax Levy:

Attorney Kerkhover presented the proposed amount of $853,667.99 to be levied in 2017 payable to 2018.  City Clerk Bethany Berner worked closely with the Assessor’s Office to compute the total amount to be levied.  Attorney Kerkhover stated that Art Tepfer with Tepfer Consulting Group, Ltd. completed our actuarial valuation report for the Chester Police Pension Fund.  The results of our actuarial valuation report indicated the recommended minimum contribution from the City for the next tax year is $108,556.00.  Art Tepfer and Keith Brinkmann recommended that $128,840.00 be levied for Police Pension salaries.  Alderman Platt moved to determine the amount of property tax to be levied in 2017, payable in 2018, to be $853,667.00 and authorize the City Clerk Berner to prepare the Tax Levy Ordinance.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Blechle, Platt, Rader, Ohlau, Geisen, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.  
Tenant Famer – Richard Mueller:

Alderman Crossland moved to approve the request of Richard Mueller to plant a Spring, 2018, crop on city property.  Alderman Geisen seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Blechle, Platt, Rader, Ohlau, Geisen, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.  
Auxiliary Firefighter:

Chief Marty Bert explained the selection process for adding an auxiliary firefighter.  Chief Bert reported that the fire department voted and is requesting that Aaron Gibbs be added as an auxiliary firefighter.  Alderman Geisen moved to approve Aaron Gibbs as an auxiliary firefighter and Alderman Platt seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Blechle, Platt, Rader, Ohlau, Geisen, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.  

Park Board – Appointments:
Mayor Page recommended that Brandy Maes, Melinda Pierson, Steve Jany, Sarah Roth, Collette Powley, Chris Koeneman, and Jessica Bland be appointed to the park board.  Alderman Platt moved to appoint these individuals to the park board and Alderman Allison seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Blechle, Platt, Rader, Ohlau, Geisen, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.  

Beautification/Tourism Commission – Appointments:
Alderman Allison moved to approve the appointment of Shane Wagner as a member of the Beautification/Tourism Commission.  Alderman Geisen seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Blechle, Platt, Rader, Ohlau, Geisen, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.  

City Hall – Korando Heating and Cooling:
City Clerk Berner reported that the furnace in the council is broke and parts are no longer available for the unit.  Korando Heating and Cooling quoted $9,992.30 for a new Bryant unit.  Alderman Crossland moved to approve the purchase of a new furnace and air conditioning unit from Korando Heating and Cooling for $9,992.30.  Alderman Ohlau seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Blechle, Platt, Rader, Ohlau, Geisen, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.  

ORDINANCE #1658 – AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING SALE OF PERSONAL PROPERTY OWNED BY THE CITY OF CHESTER, ILLINOIS:
Alderman Crossland moved to sell the remaining roller skates from the skating rink to Rhett and Kathy Rinne for the sum of one hundred dollars.  Alderman Platt seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Blechle, Platt, Rader, Ohlau, Geisen, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.  

ORDINANCE #1659 – AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING SALE OF PERSONAL PROPERTY OWNED BY THE CITY OF CHESTER, ILLINOIS:

Alderman Crossland moved to sell a Yamaha 4-Wheeler for parts to Dustin Eggemeyer for $500.00.  Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Blechle, Platt, Rader, Ohlau, Geisen, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.  

Christmas Party:
Mayor Page advised that he would like to have a Christmas party this year for city employees to be held on Friday, December 8th, at the Knights of Columbus.  Alderman Crossland’s motion to approve the mayor’s request was seconded by Alderman Ohlau.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Blechle, Platt, Rader, Ohlau, Geisen, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.  

Holiday Gift Cards:

Alderman Crossland moved to purchase a $50.00 holiday gift card from Rozier’s Country Mart for each full-time employee (city to pay $40.00 per card).  Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Blechle, Platt, Rader, Ohlau, Geisen, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.  

Purchase of Flags:
Alderman Blechle moved to purchase fifty U.S. flags for the boy scouts from the Beautification/Tourism Commission’s funds for $737.45.  Alderman Crossland seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Blechle, Platt, Rader, Ohlau, Geisen, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.  

Illinois Counties Risk Management Trust:

Alderman Crossland moved to approve the insurance program renewal proposal from Illinois Counties Risk Management Trust in the amount of $378,105.00 effective December 1, 2017 (savings of $10,297.00 from previous year).  Alderman Geisen seconded the motion.   UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Blechle, Platt, Rader, Ohlau, Geisen, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.  
XII. ADJOURNMENT

At 6:27 p.m., Alderman Crossland moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Geisen seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Crossland, Blechle, Platt, Rader, Ohlau, Geisen, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Clark.  Motion carried.






_______________________________________






TOM PAGE, MAYOR

_________________________________________

BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK

