CHESTER, ILLINOIS

November 21, 2016

I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, November 21, 2016, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Tom Page called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Russ Rader
Alderman Ray Allison


Alderman Dan Ohlau
Alderman Nancy J. Crossland


Alderman Donald R. Clark
Alderman Robert Platt
Absent:
Alderman Daniel Geisen
Alderman D. Michael Blechle
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Crossland moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Clark seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Ohlau, Rader, Allison, Crossland, Platt, Clark.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Aldermen Geisen, Blechle.  Motion carried. 

V. CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was acknowledged:

· Christmas on the River pamphlet provided by Patti Carter
· Beautification/Tourism Commission minutes for September and October
· Chester Area Christian Food Pantry newsletter dated November 9, 2016
· Letter from Harold Sheffer regarding 2016 IEPA Loan Program
VI. REPORTS

Mayor:

Mayor Page thanked Teri Crum, Heather McCartney and Bethany Berner for volunteering their time to paint the new Santa house.  Secondly, Mayor Page thanked Tammy Grah and her staff for all of their hard work planning the gala.  This is event had a great turnout and was an incredible event for our community.  
Treasurer:
Financial reports for the month of October were included in the agenda packets.  Treasurer Clendenin noted that we received Cohen money from First Bank.
Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Platt):

Chairman Platt advised that the committee met prior to the council meeting to review city bills.  His motion to approve payment of bills as prepared by the city clerk, subject to audit, was seconded by Alderman Rader.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Ohlau, Platt, Clark, Rader, Allison.  Nays:  Alderman Crossland.  Absent:  Aldermen Geisen, Blechle.  Motion carried.

Economic Development, Chamber, & Beautification (Chairman Crossland):

Chairman Crossland reported that the Beautification-Tourism Committee held their monthly meeting earlier this morning.  Secondly, Chairman Crossland noted that Christmas on the River has several great programs planned this year and encourages everyone to attend the events.  
VII. PUBLIC DISCUSSION

VIII. OLD BUSINESS

IX. NEW BUSINESS

Donation – Tree of Remembrance:

Alderman Crossland moved to approve a donation of $200.00 to Memorial Hospital Tree of Remembrance.  Alderman Clark seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Ohlau, Clark, Platt, Rader, Crossland, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Aldermen Geisen, Blechle.  Motion carried.


Christmas Party:

Mayor Page advised that he would like to have a Christmas party this year for city employees to be held on Friday, December 9, at the Chester Eagles.  Alderman Clark’s motion to approve the mayor’s request was seconded by Alderman Rader.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Ohlau, Clark, Platt, Rader, Crossland, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Aldermen Geisen, Blechle.  Motion carried.


Purchase of Rear Axle for Backhoe – Street Department:

Alderman Crossland moved to approve the purchase of a new rear axle for the backhoe from Erb Equipment in the amount of $9,401.98.  Alderman Ohlau seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Ohlau, Clark, Platt, Rader, Crossland, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Aldermen Geisen, Blechle.  Motion carried.

Insurance – Illinois Counties Risk Management Trust:

Motion was made by Alderman Crossland, seconded by Alderman Platt, to approve the Illinois Counties Risk Management Trust insurance program effective December 1, 2016, and to pay the premium of $370,481.04.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Ohlau, Clark, Platt, Rader, Crossland, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Aldermen Geisen, Blechle.  Motion carried.


Transfers – Water/Sewer Fund:

The city clerk explained that the city’s Water/Sewer Operating Fund will have a deficit balance after paying bills approved this evening by the city council.  This is due to the State of Illinois budget crisis (state accounts are more than one hundred and twenty days past due).  The city clerk proposed the following: 1) Transfer funds from the Water/Sewer Capital Improvement/Replacement Fund to our Water/Sewer Operating Fund on an as needed basis.  2) Transfer funds from the Water/Sewer Plant Improvement Fund to the Water/Sewer Operating Fund on an as needed basis.  3) Suspend transfer of $4,000.00 each month from the Water/Sewer Operating Fund to the Improvement/Replacement Fund as well as $18,200.00 each month from the Operating Account to the Water Plant Improvement Account until funds are received from the State of Illinois.  Alderman Platt moved to approve transfer of funds within the Water/Sewer Account as proposed by the city clerk.  Alderman Ohlau seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Ohlau, Clark, Platt, Rader, Crossland, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Aldermen Geisen, Blechle.  Motion carried.

Alderman Crossland noted that she hopes the city doesn’t end up in the same condition as last year with the State of Illinois.  If we end up in the same situation, she hopes the council is able to act on how to handle this situation.  
X. ADJOURNMENT

At 7:14 p.m., Alderman Crossland moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Ohlau, Clark, Platt, Crossland, Rader, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Aldermen Geisen, Blechle.  Motion carried.






_______________________________________






TOM PAGE, MAYOR

______________________________________

BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK

