CHESTER, ILLINOIS

October 3, 2016

I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, October 3, 2016, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Tom Page called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Russ Rader
Alderman Robert Platt


Alderman Dan Ohlau
Alderman Nancy J. Crossland


Alderman Donald R. Clark
Alderman Ray Allison


Alderman D. Michael Blechle

Absent:
Alderman Daniel Geisen


III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Crossland moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Clark seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Rader, Allison, Crossland, Blechle.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried. 

V. CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was acknowledged:

· Monthly Status report provided by Chief Ryan Coffey

· Chester Public Library Calendar of Events
· Monthly Maintenance Report provided by Randy Eggemeyer
VI. REPORTS

City Clerk:

A raffle license application for the Chester Eagles Aerie #3252 was presented by the City Clerk.  Alderman Crossland moved to issue the license and to waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle manager.  Alderman Clark seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Ohlau, Platt, Blechle, Crossland, Rader, Allison, Clark.  Nays: None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

A raffle license application for the Rebecca Young Memorial Scholarship Fund was presented by the City Clerk.  Alderman Crossland moved to issue the license and to waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle manager.  Alderman Clark seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Ohlau, Platt, Blechle, Crossland, Rader, Allison, Clark.  Nays: None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Platt):

Chairman Platt advised that the committee met prior to the council meeting to review city bills.  His motion to approve payment of bills as prepared by the city clerk, subject to audit, was seconded by Alderman Allison.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

Chairman Platt moved to approve the September report of the Evergreen Cemetery Clerk Randy Wofford.  Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Rader, Crossland, Blechle, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

Chief of Police (Ryan Coffey):

Chief Coffey summarized the department’s monthly status report which was included in the agenda packets.  

Fire Chief (Marty Bert)

Chester Fire Department responded to seven calls during the month of September.  Chief Bert noted that the fire prevention program is set up for the demonstrations.  
VII. PUBLIC DISCUSSION

VIII. OLD BUSINESS

IX. NEW BUSINESS

Appointment—Library Board:

Alderman Crossland moved to approve the appointment of Tammy Liefer to the library board, and Alderman Clark seconded her motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Rader, Crossland, Blechle, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.


Intergovernmental Agreement—Chester School District (TIF):

The intergovernmental agreement with Chester School District provides that the city shall make an annual payment of $50,000.00 to the school district from the TIF Fund for four years to offset a portion of vocational training costs.  Mayor Page noted that this is the final payment to the school district.  Alderman Clark moved to authorize the city clerk to pay $50,000.00 to Chester School District 139 per intergovernmental agreement. Alderman Ohlau seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

Purchase of Vehicle—Police Department:

Chief Coffey requested that the council approve purchase of a 2017 Dodge Charger from Thomas Dodge (State bid carrier).  This vehicle will replace a 2007 squad car which has lasted beyond the expected timeframe for service.  After Alderman Allison’s inquiry, Chief Coffey noted the requested $35,000.00 will fully equip the new squad car.   Alderman Crossland moved to waive competitive bidding and approve the purchase of a 2017 Dodge Charger at state bid price not to exceed $35,000.00.  Alderman Ohlau seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.
Firing Range—Police Department:

Chief Coffey requested that the council approve the department to use a small portion of Cohen property for the potential development of a firing range/training facility.  After an alderman inquiry, Chief Coffey stated the department currently uses Menard’s firing range but scheduling can be difficult at times.  Attorney Kerkhover is in the process of confirming whether Cohen property can be used for this purpose.  Chief Coffey noted that no permanent structures will be placed on the property.  Attorney Kerkhover advised that if a recreational purpose for the property occurs in the future that the firing range will have to be removed.  Collette Powley voiced her concerns to the council and feels the firing range might be better at a different location.  Alderman Crossland moved to allow Chief Coffey to pursue the development of a firing range on Cohen property pending the approval of Attorney Kerkhover.  Alderman Rader seconded the motion.   UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

Solar Eclipse Committee:

Mayor Page advised that an official city committee is needed for the Solar Eclipse 2017 event.  Alderman Crossland moved to approve Patti Carter, Brenda Owen, Cynthia Lawder, Tammy Grah, Kaela Powley, Ryan Coffey and Mike McClure as committee members for the 2017 Solar Eclipse Event.  Alderman Ohlau seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

Purchase of Radios:
Mayor Page advised that a proposal from Warner Communications was placed in the packets for the purchase of twenty new radios for various city departments.  After Alderman Clark’s inquiry, Fire Chief Bert explained to the council that the current radios are outdated and not working properly.  Chief Bert stated that Charlie Bargman will work on the broke radios and salvage any possible parts.  After Alderman Ohlau’s inquiry, Chief Bert explained the difference between the two models.  Alderman Crossland moved to approve the purchase of twenty radios for $6,765.00 from Warner Communications.  Alderman Ohlau seconded the motion.   UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.
Historic Preservation Consultant:
Beautification/Tourism Commission President Brenda Owen addressed the council explaining the necessary steps to get various properties throughout the city of Chester added to the National Historic Registry.  A historic preservation consultant is needed to assist with the process and paperwork required to get the properties added to the registry.  Alderman Crossland moved to approve the payment of $1,500.00 to Terri Foley for historic preservation consulting from the Beautification/Tourism Fund.  Alderman Ohlau seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

Historic Preservation—Old Firehouse:

Beautification/Tourism Commission President Owen advised that the old firehouse is one eligible property in Chester to submit for possible acceptance to the National Historic Registry.  Alderman Clark moved to approve the submission of an application for the old firehouse building for Historic Preservation.  Alderman Crossland seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

ORDINANCE #1628—AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN ADDENDUM TO MUTAL AID BOX ALARM SYSTEM AGREEMENT:
Fire Chief Bert explained the addendum that allows the fire department to charge for any fire call lasting over eight hours.  Alderman Clark moved to approve Ordinance #1628 and the Mutual Aid Box Alarm System first addendum to MABAS Master Agreement. This motion was seconded by Alderman Platt.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

Energy Management Agreement—Voltus, Inc.:
Mayor Page presented the Energy Management Agreement between Voltus, Inc. and the city of Chester.  This program will allow the city to earn money by reducing electricity demand for brief periods of time at the Chester Water Plant.  Alderman Ohlau moved to approve the agreement between the city of Chester and Voltus Inc.  Alderman Crossland seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

Executive Session:

At 7:50 p.m., Alderman Crossland moved to enter into Executive Session under the Open Meetings Act 5 ILCS 120/2 (C) under exception (1) the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee of the public body or against legal counsel for the public body to determine its validity.  Alderman Clark seconded Alderman Crossland’s motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Blechle, Crossland, Rader.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

The council returned from Executive Session at 8:40 p.m.
Temporary Employee—City Clerk’s Office:

Alderman Crossland moved to hire Nancy Eggemeyer as a temporary employee at $25.00/hour to assist the Deputy City Clerk during the City Clerk’s maternity leave.  Alderman Platt seconded the motion.   UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Allison, Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Blechle, Crossland, Rader.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.

New Employee—Aaron Gibbs:

Alderman Platt moved to table the hire of Aaron Gibbs as a full time employee and the motion was seconded by Alderman Crossland.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Rader.  Nays:  Aldermen Blechle, Clark, Allison.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Mayor Page voted in the negative.  Motion failed.

Alderman Blechle moved to hire Aaron Gibbs as a full time employee with a starting salary of $32,000.00 effective October 17, 2016.  Alderman Clark seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Rader, Allison, Blechle, Clark.  Nays:  Aldermen Platt, Ohlau, Crossland.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Mayor Page voted in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

Ordinance to amend Division XVIII – Code Enforcement Officer:
This matter was tabled until more information is presented.

Delegate Employee to assist in Code Enforcement:

This matter was tabled until more information is presented.
X. ADJOURNMENT

At 8:50 p.m., Alderman Crossland moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Clark seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Rader, Allison.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Alderman Geisen.  Motion carried.






_______________________________________






TOM PAGE, MAYOR

______________________________________

BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK

