CHESTER, ILLINOIS

January 3, 2017

I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Tuesday, January 3, 2017, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Tom Page called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Russ Rader
Alderman Robert Platt


Alderman Dan Ohlau
Alderman Nancy J. Crossland


Alderman Donald R. Clark
Alderman Ray Allison


Alderman D. Michael Blechle
Alderman Daniel Geisen

Absent:
None


III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Crossland moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Clark seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Rader, Allison, Crossland, Blechle, Geisen.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 

V. CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was acknowledged:

· Schedule of City Council meetings to be held in 2017

· Schedule of meetings of the Cemetery and Finance Committee (2017)
· Tax revenue for the month of December provided by the city clerk
· Monthly maintenance report provided by Supt. Randy Eggemeyer

VI. REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Platt):

Chairman Platt advised that the committee met prior to the council meeting at 5:30 p.m. to review city bills.  His motion to approve payment of bills as prepared by the city clerk, subject to audit, was seconded by Alderman Rader.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison, Geisen.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.

Chairman Platt moved to approve the December report of the Evergreen Cemetery as prepared by Randy Wofford.  Alderman Allison seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Rader, Crossland, Blechle, Allison, Geisen.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.

Economic Development, Chamber & Beautification (Chairman Crossland):

Chairman Crossland announced that the chamber will host a fish/shrimp fry at the Knights of Columbus Hall on January 6, 2017, to benefit the Chester Area Christian Food Pantry.  Council members also received a tentative schedule of chamber meetings to be held in 2017.
Chief of Police (Ryan Coffey):

Chief Coffey summarized the monthly status report for the Chester Police Department as provided to council members.  He noted that purchase of vehicle(s) from the Missouri Highway Patrol may be discussed at the next public safety meeting and then presented for council approval.    

Fire Chief (Marty Bert)

Chester Fire Department responded to six calls in the month of December.  Chief Bert advised that two firefighters will be attending upcoming training in Sparta.  

VII. PUBLIC DISCUSSION

VIII. OLD BUSINESS

IX. NEW BUSINESS

Repairs – Bucket Truck:
Alderman Rader moved to authorize necessary repairs to the city’s bucket truck.  Alderman Clark seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison, Geisen.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.

Water Main Repair:

Alderman Clark’s motion to authorize Red Dot Construction to repair approximately five hundred feet of water main which carries water from the plant to the town was seconded by Alderman Platt.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison, Geisen.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.

Executive Session – Minutes:

Alderman Clark moved to not release any minutes of Executive Sessions to the public as the need for confidentiality still exists.  Alderman Platt seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison, Geisen.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.

Executive Session – Verbatim Records:
Alderman Clark moved that no verbatim records of Executive Sessions be destroyed.  Alderman Blechle seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Blechle, Rader, Allison, Geisen.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.

X. ADJOURNMENT

At 6:15 p.m., Alderman Crossland moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Rader seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Clark, Blechle, Ohlau, Platt, Crossland, Rader, Allison, Geisen.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.






_______________________________________






TOM PAGE, MAYOR

_________________________________________
CAROLYN RUCKER, DEPUTY CITY CLERK
