CHESTER TOURISM COMMISSION MINUTES      September 16, 2015
Present: Brenda Owen, Linda Rader, Pam Fraley, Sandra Starr, Linda Simpson, Cynthia Lawder, Toni Hosick, Lauren Rinne, Bobbie Junkin, Pete Spitler, Patti Carter, Norma Baughman (late)
	AGENDA ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	

	Minutes 
	August minutes were reviewed.  Cynthia made a motion to accept the minutes as presented.  Toni seconded and the minutes were approved.  
	Minutes filed.

	Financial report
	Linda R. gave the financial report.  American Cruise Line paid $450 and The Cohen Home was paid $250.  

The Commission has a balance of $7,080.40 and petty cash of $128.88.
	The report was filed for audit.

	Evergreen Cemetery Comes Alive
Sun, Oct 18, 2-6 PM
	The subcommittee met Monday night.  Shane Wagner is writing a list of talking points for tour guides regarding the cemetery itself.  Seth Allen, the cemetery’s founder, will be featured and Shane has written the narrative and has found an actor to portray him.  A high school student will portray Charles Cole and we still need a Bud Cohen actor.  Pete Spitler is considering this role.  Lauren has arranged for dairy drinks, cups, and brownies from Gilster.  Tour guides should be at the cemetery an hour prior to the tour.  Materials will be available to make tombstone rubbings.  Pam F. made a motion to spend the profits from the tour for work at the stone cottage.  Brenda seconded and the motion passed.
	Next subcommittee meeting:  October 12 @ 5:30 @ Flexline.

	Christmas Walk 
	The theme this year is “It’s a Charlie Brown Christmas.”  A santa house is being constructed for placement in the Cole Park where lighted displays will be placed.  
	

	River Boats

	 Queen of the Missisippi will dock in Chester on September 24.  They have asked for tours of the gazebo area, the covered bridge, the Cohen Home, and the Welcome Center.  Linda R. and Patti Carter will cover the tours.  The American Queen is scheduled to dock on October 13.
	Patti will coordinate with volunteers.

	Stone Cottage
	Harry is soliciting bids for exterior back doors and for a simple two story porch.  The group is also getting a bid for painting trim work in the right room.  
	

	New project ideas
	No specific projects were discussed.
	

	Welcome Center
	Linda mentioned that she could use help preparing the written materials and brochures for the center and she is out of Stone Cottage brochures.  The Perryville Chamber convened a meeting of local chambers with the idea that the group will meet quarterly to share information about events in their locals.  The next meeting is Nov. 4 at 6:30 at the Red Bud winery.  The goal of “UNIFY” is to get folks to visits the towns in the area.
	

	Randolph Co. Tourism
	Ft. du Chartres will be celebrating the 250 anniversary of the fort on October 9, 10, 11.
	

	City Council Update
	No report. 
	

	Other
	· Cynthia reported that the National Geographic “geotourism project” along the Mississippi River has a group of people working on submissions to the website.
· The Jack Harnagel mini park near the Cohen Home needs landscaping.  The City is mowing the area, but they will not landscape.  The Beautification Committee is following up with landscaping.
· Lauren met with Total Eclipse Pest Control at the Pierre Menard Home.  The will spray the entire property for termites and wood bees.  The quote was $200.  The bill should be submitted to Nancy at City Hall.  Lauren questioned whether the Tourism Commission could financially support facilities outside the city.  The group believes that the mission of the commission is supported by folks who are drawn to this area because of historic properties outside the city limits.  Patti will follow up with the city regarding their perspective.
· Linda Sympson read a letter from Menard indicating that going forward tents and picnic tables may not be available when requested.
	Patti will follow up on tourism commission donations outside the City of Chester.

	Adjournment
	 Cynthia moved to adjourn.     Linda R. seconded. The motion carried and the meeting was adjourned.
	Next meeting:  October 21, 2015 @ 10:30 AM at City Hall.
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