CHESTER TOURISM COMMISSION MINUTES      May 15, 2015
Present: Brenda Owen, Betty Wagner, Linda Rader, Pam Fraley, Linda Sympson, Bobbi Junkin, Cynthia Lawder, Carol Harrison, Lauren Rinne
	AGENDA ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	OUTCOME

	Minutes 
	In Sandra’s absence, Cynthia convened the meeting.  April minutes were reviewed & approved.  There were no additions or corrections.
	Minutes stand as read.

	Financial report
	Linda R. gave the financial report.  The Commission has a balance of $6,880.40 and petty cash of $143.44, the same balances as last month.
	The report was filed for audit.

	Evergreen Tour

Sun, Oct 18, 2-6 PM
	Lauren reported on the subcommittee meeting.  The event will be called “Evergreen Cemetery Comes Alive.”  Tours will take place from 2-6 with the last tour leaving at 5:00 to allow for dusk with more of an eerie feeling.  Shane Wagner agreed to identify a few additional characters to portray.  We will try to provide the characters with first person narratives of their autobiographies.  
	Benson’s will be notified to see if they want to provide “spirits” after the tour.

	Wine Down @ Benson’s
	Linda reported on subcommittee meeting.  Plans are for the event to be held at Benson’s on the Sunday of Popeye Picnic weekend.  Discussion continues on ticketing and what funds should be used to support.  The committee had several suggestions included the riverfront, the Kaskaskia shelter house, the Menard Home, or the stone cottage.
	

	Water:  Resource for Life-Smithsonian Exhibit
	The application for the exhibit was submitted jointly by tourism and the library and we are awaiting the official response.
	

	River Boats
	Patti is making final arrangements with riverboats for the season.  Cynthia brought up the idea of providing crafters in the Smith’s Landing park and wondered about how to solicit vendors.  Cynthia talked about the possibility of developing a series of flavored popcorn to correspond to Popeye characters.  She will check into the use of character names.  Brenda will update historic information and send it to tourism members.
Patti sent the following schedule.
American Cruise Lines

       Queen of the Mississippi-Wed. July 15 docks @ 9 PM

      American Eagle-Wed. Aug 9 docks @ 9 PM

      Queen of the Mississippi-Thurs. Sept. 24 docks @ 1 PM

Shore Excursions of American

       American Queen-Fri. July 3 docks @ noon, departs 5 PM (3-4 HOHO + 1 premier)

       American Queen-Sat. July 18 docks @ 8 AM, departs 1 PM (3-4 HOHO + 1 premier)

       American Queen-Mon. Oct 12 docks @ 8 AM, departs 5 PM (3-4 HOHO + 1 premier)
	Cynthia will contact Patti regarding vendors and volunteers.

	Stone Cottage
	The workgroup met in April.  A group will begin refurbishing the wood floors in the cottage beginning May 28.  Reproduction transoms and door glass repair will be done by Larry Smith.  Discussion of security occurred since there can be no furniture in the cottage without that consideration.  It was mentioned that this could be a project for fundraising—possibly the cemetery tour.  Linda indicated that she had sent a number of folks to see the museum and cottage, but they can’t get in.
	

	New project ideas
	1) Linda reported that someone was interested in donating to help restore both sets of City Steps.
 2) Celebration of the total eclipse in 2017.
 3) Illinois Bicentennial in 2018.
	

	Welcome Center
	Linda reported that Beautification planted new plants and the area around the welcome center looks good.
	

	Randolph Co.Tourism
	No report.
	

	City Council Update
	No report.
	

	Adjournment
	 Linda R. moved to adjourn.    Pam seconded. The motion carried and the meeting was adjourned.
	Next meeting:  June 17, 2015 @ 10:30 AM at City Hall.
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