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Wednesday, December 2





5:30 pm – Grand Illumination at Chester Square Gazebo.  








Friday, December 4





9 am to 5 pm - Christmas Festival at Pierre Menard Home.  Tours of the home.  Children can make an ornament for the tree and Christmas card for the family.  Gingerbread cookies, eggnog, fruits and nuts.  Also on Saturday and Sunday. 





10 am to 5 pm – Chester Public Library Open House.  Decorated for the holiday season.    Also Saturday 8 am to 1 pm.  (733 State St.) 





4 pm to 7 pm – Chicken & Dumpling Dinner at St. Mary’s Catholic School Cafeteria. Carry outs and call-ins welcome.  (825 Swanwick St.).  826-3486.  





4 pm to 7 pm - Christmas Country Store at St. Mary’s Catholic School Library.  





5 pm to 9 pm – Arts and Crafts Sale in the Randolph County Courthouse (1 Taylor St.).   Additional crafters will also be at American Legion 500 Opdyke St.  Also held on Saturday and Sunday.





5 pm to 9 pm – Lighted Drive-thru Tour at Cole Memorial Park.  Decorated and lighted for the holiday season.  Also open Saturday and Sunday.





5 pm to 9 pm – Evergreen Cemetery Memorial Drive (Memorial signs in memory of loved ones.)  Also open Saturday and Sunday.  Signs stay up thru Christmas.





5:30 pm – Parade line-up begins at the high school. 




















6 pm to End of parade – Open House at Buena Vista National Bank.  Refreshments.  (1309 Swanwick St.)





7 pm – Holiday Lighted Parade.  Starts at Chester High School and makes its way through town to the Courthouse.  Santa & Mrs. Claus, floats, bands, etc. 





Smith’s Landing will also be decorated and lighted for the holiday season.  Located on the Chester Riverfront.   Sponsored by the Chester Beautification Commission. 


 


(Various businesses along the parade route may have open houses and refreshments, providing a warm stop during the parade.)








Saturday, December 5





8 am to 1 pm – Chester Public Library Open House continues.  





8:30 am to 10 am - Elftacular Morning!  Chester Public Library.  Children & families invited to have a treat and help the Elves prepare for Santa’s arrival.  





9 am to 2 pm – Christmas portraits by Stephanie Rinehart Photography at 1206 Swanwick St.  Walk-ins welcome. $35 portrait package (proceeds to benefit St. John’s School PTL)





9 am to 4 pm - Randolph County Museum & Archives Building open for viewing. (Located next to courthouse)





9 am to 5 pm – St. John Lutheran School Annual PTL Bazaar. Gifts and crafts sale.  (Parish Hall behind the School at 224 W. Holmes St.)

















9 am to 5 pm – Arts and Crafts Sale in the Randolph County Courthouse (1 Taylor St.).  Additional crafters will also be at American Legion 500 Opdyke St.  Also on Sunday.





9 am to 10 pm - Christmas Festival at Pierre Menard Home.  Tours of the home.  Children can make an ornament for the tree and Christmas card for the family.  Gingerbread cookies, eggnog, fruits and nuts.  Plus - Sit by the fire (weather permitting) enjoy a meal and fellowship.  Mulled wine, soup and bread cooked in the summer kitchen.  





10 am – Santa & Mrs. Claus arrives in Chester coming down the mighty Mississippi River courtesy of Chester Boat Club & Chamber of Commerce.  Music by Chester High School band, directed by Steve Colonel. (Visit Santa at the Boat Club building after he arrives from 10 am to Noon.  Refreshments)





10 am to 2 pm - Old Stone Cottage open house. Exterior has been decorated for the holiday season.  Greeters in period costume.  (Corner of Taylor St. and Chestnut St.)  





10 am to 4 pm - Peace Lutheran Church Nativity Displays, Christmas Shop and Luncheon.  (125 Opdyke St.)  





1 pm to 3 pm - Santa will be greeting visitors at Cole Memorial Park in his new Santa House!  Great photo opportunity!





5 pm to 9 pm – Lighted Drive-thru Tour at Cole Memorial Park continues.  Also open Sunday.





5 pm to 9 pm – Evergreen Cemetery Memorial Drive continues.  
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Sunday, December 6





9 am to 5 pm - Christmas Festival at Pierre Menard Home.  Tours of the home.  Children can make an ornament for the tree and Christmas card for the family.  Gingerbread cookies, eggnog, fruits and nuts.  Also on Saturday and Sunday. 





11 am to 2 pm - Randolph County Museum & Archives Building open for viewing. (Located next to courthouse)





11 am to 3 pm – Arts and Crafts Sale in the Randolph County Courthouse (1 Taylor St.).  Additional crafters will also be at American Legion 500 Opdyke St.  





5 pm to 9 pm – Evergreen Cemetery Memorial Drive continues. 





5 pm to 9 pm – Lighted Drive-thru Tour at Cole Memorial Park.  





Old Stone Cottage.  Exterior has been decorated for the holiday season. (Corner of Taylor St. and Chestnut St.)   Drive by and enjoy!





Smith’s Landing will also be decorated and lighted for the holiday season.  Located on the Chester Riverfront.   Sponsored by the Chester Beautification Commission. 


  








NOTE:  Chester Chamber of Commerce Holiday Home Lighting Contest judging will be held Thursday, December 10, 2015.   Judging begins at 6:00 p.m. 











Join us for other holiday open house celebrations held at various businesses and locations throughout the weekend in Chester  
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Thank You for celebrating 


Christmas on the River 


in Chester, Illinois





Mayor Tom Page





Chester City Council








